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LTD.
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MANUFACTURING AND DISPENSING
OPTICIANS.

Official distributors and stockists for —

American Optical Company International.
Ophthalmic Lenses and Instruments.
Industrial Protective Clothing.
Menrad, Neostyle and Silhouette frames.
Suppliers to East Africa’s Opticians Missions and
Schools.

Trade enquiries —

P.O. Box 49479 Telephone 29636
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@i&@% Furnishers & Upholsterers

Battersea Road

MAKERS OF FINE FURNITURE

REPRODUCTION A SPECIALITY

Fully Upholstered Suites

of all designs.

Call at or Ring 559685

NAIROBI CITY PLAYERS

In September 1956 an “acting group” was formed to be known as the Nairobi City Players,
and in its Constitution set down the following aims and objects:—

(a) Regularly to present theatrical productions of a good dramatic and artistic standard by utilis-
in and co-ordinating the best available acting talent, producers, set designers and technical
stage assistants.

(b) Towards the fulfilment of (a) above, to be unstmtmg in the cost of production, subject to the
limit set by the Standing Committee, .

(c) To take all necessary steps to encourage the drama and to lmprove the facilities available
for theatrical productions. ,

The City Players have adhered rigidly to these aims from thelr formation and since that time

have presented at the National Theatre, Nairobi, a total of 66 productions including 17 full scale
musicals. (figures include the current productlon)
The City Players are contrclled by a STANDING COMMITTEE as follows:—

Peter Pearce (Chairman)

Bryan Epsom (Business Manager) Walter Hinds
Gordon Purcell (Treasurer) Tony Bishop
Ken Latham (Executive Member) Benny Goodman
Rurik Ronsky Tim Butchard

Vic Francis
In addition to the Committee there is an Associate Membership limited to 50 Members.
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NEED A FLAT?

g Rlo.

WANT TO BUY A HOUSE??
THINKING OF SELLING 7?27
We can help you with

any property problems.

Consult us:—

5th Floor, Prudential Building
P.O. Box 20121, Tel. 27875

ROUND WESTLANDS AND CALL IN
AT “HOUSEWIVES DELIGHT”

FOR THE FINEST VALUE IN
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES

o Housewives take a voyage

HOUSEWIVES DELIGHT
WESTLANDS SHOPPING CENTRE
P.O. Box 14348, NAIROBI.




KENYA NATIONAL THEATRE

THE NAIROBI CITY PLAYERS

present

“A VOYAGE
ROUND MY
FATHER”

A Play by
JOHN MORTIMER

Directed by
ANDREW WARWICK

The play was first presented at Greenwich Theatre in 1971. It was subsequently
presented at the Haymarket Theatre, London in August, 1971.

3



ABOUT THE PLAY

It sometimes happens that a play which started its life on television suffers when transferred
io the stage. A major exception to this is surely John Mortimer’s “A Voyage Round My Father”.
Tonceived for television (like much of Mr. Mortimer’s work), first staged at Greenwich, then
re-cast and re-directed for the West End, it works perfectly in the theatre. This is probably in
part due to the fact that theatregoers have become more acclimatised of late to a fragmented,
episodic structure in stage drama. It is above all a tribute to the richness of Mortimer’s portrait
of his own testily eccentric father. He genuinely circumnavigates the character viewing him
with a mixture of profound affection and critical detachment and showing both the oddities
that made him endearing and the steadfast refusal to admit to his blindness that placed an

intolerable burden on those closest to him.

The form of the play is interesting. Ostensibly it is a straight forward autobiography show-
ing the dramatist himself at various stages of his early life. But while it is the son who
progresses as a character in the course of the play, it is the scarcely developing father who is
throughout the focus of attention. Impressive is the manner in which Mortimer suggests that
there is a controlled pain and resentment just beneath the comic surface (and there is plenty of
comedy in this play). Although his own character remains a shadowy figure in the play, Mor-
timer tells us more about himself than he may perhaps realise. In fact one of the play’s
fascinations is what it reveals about Mortimer's strengths and also weaknesses as a writer. One
of his greatest qualities — and one that made him particularly adept at the short play — is his
ability to evoke a place or a character through a lightning descriptive sketch. And in this play
we learn that one of his earliest tasks was to paint verbal pictures for his blind father of
everything they encountered on walks. Few dramatists have provided such fascinating source-
material about their own development as Mr. Mortimer has in this work. A London critic on
summing up the production expressed the hope that John Mortimer might, in some future play,
“take us on a voyage round himself”. We echo these sentimen!s.
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Mombasa 20156
Kisumu 2239

That's our special
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FOR THE NAIROBI CITY PLAYERS

Stage Nanager. iy lemal S R S e VIC FRANCIS

Assistant: Stage »Manager. - ooiiii cein i o T g T TR ANNE FRANCIS

AsSisted: by (o ol s e John Baggaley, Douglas Beard,
Francis Mbaya, Livingstone Njoroge

SetoDesigned by s b S S S R s e ROB BAIN

Constructiony Crelly s Tames gl s eeiie s s John Baggaley, Douglas Beard Chris Cook, Peter

Crampton, Arthur Docherty, Vic Francis, Anne Francis,
Howard Francis, Dean Francis, Maureen Fox, Francis
Mbaya, Joan Stally, Livingstone Njoroge, John Tyson.

Property Mistress i v i i s Lo S S VMIAUREEN  FOX

Alssisted-ib o Yo i gl s e s e i e e s Jill Purcell

(All back stage arrangements under the organisation
of Stage Operators and Technical Specialists)

Droduction Secretiry ~saian i e e e JOAN STALLY

Coshiyesiobls et st Ba Gl i c teah 0 e CHERRY HEYWOOD-JONES

Assisted by Trixie Bignell, Shirley Bishop, Gill Hines

Lighting by BILL KING

Assisted by Jim Rushin

Production Secretary ........................................................................... L.1Z BAGGALEY
SeundiRecordists o i Gn A e XKEN LATHAM
Assisted bye T i e e R e e #iona McKenzie and Peter Sutton
Business =Managen: v g e s s e SU 3RYAN EPSOM
Publicity BRYAN EPSOM and PETER PEARCE
Brogromme sy s s L ite sl A e s e fe KEN LATHAM and BRYAN EPSOM
Poster Design & Programme COVer .o, PETER JENSEN of Kenya Advertising Corporation
Photogrdphss s s naih e sl s e GEOFF GRIMSHAW

FOR THE NATIONAL THEATRE
Manager LEO PARDO
Assistant Manager =70 ai s o s JONATHAN PATITA
Box Office GEORGE MUGELE
Theatre Electricans JASON MWAI




WESTERN WOODWORK LTD.

Battersea Road
P.O. Box 49951 Tel. 558897
FOR FURNITURE OF EVERY DESIGN.

Specialists in:—
HOTEL FURNITURE AND FITTINGS
CONTRACT FURNITURE, HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS

No contract too small or too large.

Please call at our showrooms

or Ring for Expert Advice

Hilton Tel: 21923

geeg,ance Expert Hairstyling for -
men and women.

J(eng' a Facials and Manicures.

Will be open on Sundays

By Group Appointments only.

Ltd.
Panafric Hotel Tel: 21998




1956

1957

1958

1959

1960

1961

1962

1963

PAST PRODUCTIONS

BY NAIROBI CITY PLAYERS

“The Love of Four Colonels” by Peter Ustinov.

“The Man Who Came to Dinner” by Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman
“Ring Round The Moon” by Jean Anouilh.
“Payment Deferred” by Jeflrey Dell.

“Romanoff and Juliet” by Peter Ustinov.
“Two Gentlemen of Soho” by A. P. Herbert.

(Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1938)
“Carrington V. C.” by Dorothy and Campbell Christie.

“Will Any Gentleman” by Vernon Sylvaine.

“Rope” by Patrick Hamilton.
“You Can’t Take It With You” by Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman.
“The Paragon” by Roland and Michael Pertwee.

“The Diary of Anne Frank” by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett.
“Six Characters In Search of An Author” by Pirandello.
“A Farrago” comprising

“The Proposal” by Chekhov.

“Uneasy Lies The Head . . . ” from Shakespeare.

“Red Peppers” by Noel Coward.

“The King and I” by Rodgers and Hammerstein.
“The Caine Mutiny Court Martial” by Herman Wouk.
“The House by the Lake” by Hugh Mills.

“The Bespoke Overcoat” by Wolf Mankowitz.
: (Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival; 1961}
“The Hole” by N. F. Simpsen. (Dramga Festival Entry, 1961)

“Caesar and Cleopatra” by George Bernard Shaw.
“The Long and The Short and The Tall” by Willis Hall.

“Men Without Shadows’” by Jean Paul Sartre.
(Placed Third Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1962)

“No Fixed Abode” by Clive Exton. (Drama Festival Entry, 1962)

“See How They Run” by Philip King.
“Annie Get Your Gun” by Irving Berlin, Herbert and Dorothy Fields.
“Irma La Douce” by Marguerite Monnot and Alexandre Breffort.

Excerpts from “St. Joan” by George Bernard Shaw.
(Placed Second Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival 1963)

“The Resounding Tinkle” by N. F. Simpson. (Drama Festival Entry, 1963)
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Past Productions continued

1964

1965

1966

1967

1968

1969

1970

1971

1972

1973

“South Pacific” by Rodgers and Hammerstein.
“Ross” by Terence Rattigan.
“The Valiant” by Holworthy Hall and Robert Middlemass.

(Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1964)
“The Scar” by Rebecca Njau.
(Placed Third Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1964
and also Best Original Play)
“Oklahoma!” by Rodgers and Hammerstein.

“The Country Wife” by William Wycherley.

“The Duchess of Malfi” by John Webster.
(Placed Joint Third Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1965)

“The Wizard of Oz” by Frank Baum, Harold Arlen and E. Y. Harburg.

“A View From the Bridge” by Arthur Miller.

“The Man Who Came to Dinner” (revival) by Moss Hart and
George S. Kaufman.

“Twelve Angry Men” by Reginald Rose.
A Double Bill of —

“Lunch Hour” by John Mortimer.

“One Way Pendulum” by N. F. Simpson.
“The Sound of Music” by Rodgers and Hammerstein,

“A Streetcar Named Desire” by Tennessee Williams.
“Guys and Dolls” by Frank Loesser, Jo Swerling and Abe Burrows.
“My Fair Lady” by Alan Jay Lerner and Frederick Loewe.

“The Affair” by Ronald Millar.
“How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying” by Frank Loesser

and Abe Burrows.
“After the Fall” by Arthur Miller.
“Kiss Me Kate” by Cole Porter and Bella & Sam Spewack

“The Magistrate” by Sir .Arthur Wing Pinero.
A Double Bill of —

“The Dock Brief” by John Mortimer.
“Tha Real Inspector Hound” by Tom Stoppard.

“The Lion and the Jewel” by Wole Soyinka.
(In association with the National Theatre Company of Kenya)

“The Pajama Game” by Richard Adler, Jerry Ross, Georga Abbot and
Richard Bissell.

“Hadrian VII” by Peter Luke.
“Fiddler on the Roof” by Joseph Stein, Jerry Boch and Sheldon Harnick.
“Kismet” by Robert Wright, George Forrest, Charles Lederer, Luther Davies.

“Under Milk Wood” by Dylan Thomas.
“Salad Days” by Julian Slade and Dorothy Reynolds.
“Saint Joan” by George Bernard Shaw.
“Hello, Dolly!” by Michael Stewart & Jerry Herman,

“Conduct Unbecoming by Barry England.

“Man of La Mancha” by Dale Wasserman. Mitch Leigh and Joz Darion.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
THE NAIROBI CITY PLAYERS wish to express their appreciation and thanks to:—

Mr. Justice Hancock
Mzr. John Silvester
Mr. Peter Hewitt
Mr. Michael Aronson
Mr. Amos Wako

For the loan of legal gowns and wigs

i =

Housewives Delight Ahmed Bros. Ltd
Westlands Sundries. Nigel Slade
Wallibhai Karim & Co. Oskar Walch Ltd
Elizabeth’s dresses by Jax Radio House
Invalid Equipment for loan of throat spray Eye Centre
Caribonum (E.A.) Ltd. for stationery Lens Limited
The Hedley School for the Blind B AT.

Kenya Red Cross — for loan of bath chair. Mini-Max
Tropicals Pet Shop Mrs. Langlois
Sai Nurseries, Westlands — for garden plants. Blouses by Jax
Preston Pioneer Cine Service : Mava Ram

International Aeradio Ltd.
East African Railways Corporation, Catering Department

The Theatre Group Presents

NEXT PRODUCTION
“Dial ‘M’ For Murder”

Produced by:
‘NIGEL SLADE and JOHN MORTIMER

OCTOBER 3rd - 13th, 1973

Featuring: JAN COOK, DAVID BROOKE, ANDREW PASSEY,
BILL SANFEY, BRIAN NOLAN.

BOOK EARLY
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The Norfolk Hotel is as old as
Nairobi. It has fed and cared for
generations of Nairobi'sresidents
and visitors. The atmosphere
never changes. It remains a
welcoming place with a
comfortable, shaded terrace
restaurant, beautifully appointed
rooms, swimming pool and bird
filled court-yard.

THE NORFOLK-EVERYTHING GOOD ABOUT NAIROBI.

ThE NORFOLK BUTEL

Owned and managed by Block Hotéls Lmlwd.%
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