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OPTICAT
ildAN [J FACTI'JRERS
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BAST AFRICA'S LEADII\G
MAI\UFACTTRII\G AI\D DISPEI\SII\G

OPTICIAl\S.

Offieial distributors and stockists for -

American Optical Company International.
Ophthalmic Lenses and fnstruments.

Industrial Protective Clothing.
Menrad, I\eostyle and Silhouette frames.

suppliers to East Africa's opticians Missions a,cl
Schools.

P.O. Box 49479

Trade enquiries -

I{AIROBI
Telelrhone 296:)6



(&fit@b Furnishers & Upholsterers

Battersea Road

IVIAKERS OF T'INE FURI\I]'URE

REPROI]UCTION A SPECIALITY

Fully Upholstered Suites

of all desigas.

Call att or Bing 559685

NAIROBI CIIY PLAYER,S

In September 1956 an "acting group" was formed to be known as the Nairobi City Players.

and in its constitution set down the following aims and objects:-
(a) Regularly to present theatrical productions of a good dramatic and artistic standard by utilis-

in and coordinating the best available acting talent, producers, set designers and technical

(b) Towards the fulfilment of (a) above, to be unstinting in the cost of production, subject to the

limit set by the Standing Committee
(c) To take all necessary steps to encourage the drama and to improve the facilities available

for theatrical productions.

The City Players have adhered rigidly to these aims from their formation and since that time

have presented at the National Theatre, Nairobi, a total of 66 productions including 17 full scale

musicals. (figures include the current production).

The City Players are controlled by a STANDING COMX4ITTEE as follou's:-
Peter Pearce (Chatrman)
Bryan Epsom (Business Manager) Walter Hinds
Gordon Purcell (Treasurer) Tony Bishop
Ken Latham (Erecutiue Member) Benny Gocdman
Rurik Ronsky Tim Eutchard

Vic Flancis

In addition to the Committee there is an Asso'ciate Membership limited to 50 Members.
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HBlllIIsu.qtI\EtrD A FLAT? 
II

WA}ru TO BUY A HOUSE ? ?

THII\KING OF SETLING ? ? ?

We can help you with

any propertv problems.

Consult us:-

Sth Floor, Prudential Building
P.0. Box 20121, Tel. 27875

Housewives take a vayage

ROUND WESTLANDS AND CALL IN

AT "HOUSEWIVES DELIGHT''

FOR THE FINEST VALUE IN

FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES

HOUSEWIVES DELIGHT

\ryESTLANDS SHOPPING CENTRE

P.O. Box 14348, NAIROBI.



IGI\YA I{ATIONAL THEATRE

THE NAIROBI CITY PLAYERS

present

(.A VOYAGE
ROUND MY

FATHER')
A Play by

IOHN MORTII,IER

Directed by

ANDREW I,VARWICK

The play was first presented at Greenwich Theatre in 1971. It was subsequently

presented at the Haymarket Theatre, London in August, 1971.



ABOUT THE PLAY

It sometimes happens that a play which s';artecl its life on television suffers r'vhen transferred

io the stage. A major exception to this is surely John N{ortimer's "A Voyage Round My Father"'

Jonceived for televisio, 1lit " 
much of Mr. Morlimer's work). flrst staged at Greenwich' then

:e-cast and re-directed for the west End, it works perfectly in 'r.he theatre' This is probably in

part due to the fact that theatregoers have become mcre acci'imatised of late to a fragmented'

episodic structure in stage drama. It is above all a liibute to the richness of Mortimer's portrait

of his own testily eccentric father. He genuineLy circumnavigates the character vier'vlng him

with a mixture of profound affection and critical detachment and showing both the oddities

that made him endearing and the steadfast refusal to admit to his blindness that placed an

intolerable burden on those closest to him.

The form of the play is intcresiing. Ostensibly it is a straigbt forward autobiography shorv-

ing the dramatist himself at valious stages of his early life. But while it is the son who

progresses as a character in the course of the play, it is the scarcely developing father who is

throughout the focus of attention. Impressive is the manner in which Mortimer suggests that

there is a controlled pain and resentment just beneath 'che comic surface (and there is pienty of

comedy in this play). Although his own character remains a shadowy figure in the play, Mor-

timer tells us more about himself than he may perhaps realise. In fact one of the play's

fascinations is *,hat it reveals about il{ortimer's strengths and also weaknesses as a writer. One

of his greatest qualities - and one that made him particularly adept at the short play - is his

ability to evoke a place or a character through a tighining ciescriptive sketch. And in this play

rve learn that one of his earliest tasks was to paint verbal pictures for his blind father of

everything they encountered on walks. Few dramatists have provideC such fascinating source-

material about their orvn development as Mr. Mcrtimer has in this work. A London critic on

summing up the proCuction expressed the hope that John Mortimer might, in some future p1ay,

"take us on a voyage round himself". We echo these sentimen'.s.
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We'll advise you on
the right kind of paint
to use - and estimate
how much of it you
will need.

..,.... or find you
a fast, reliable
painting firm to do
the whole job - and
make sure it's done
to your satisfaction.

Our colour consultant
will be delighted
to help you free of
charge with your
colour schemes -
whether your
painting needs are
big or small.
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JND h{Y FATHER'
By

MORTIMER
CAST

r Th,ong
i

\ DorLs

' Sporks

Film Drector

Camera Man

Fi.rst A.?.S. Gtrl ..

Second A.?.S. Girl

(&liss Ferguson.)

RAY WILKIN

HEATHER STEADMAN

RAY WTLKIN

DAVID HANCOCK

KEN TURNER

GILL HINES

JULIE ANDERSON

BEVERLEY HURD

ROBERT KINGSTON-DAVIES

JULIE ANDERSON

DAVID HANCOCK

HEATHER STEADMAN

MARK THOMFSON
ANNE MAzuE McDONNELL

KEN TURNER

Eltzabetlt

George

Sociol Worl;er

I\[r. Morrou

Witness

Truo Children

Doctor

)irected by

\Y WARWICK
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TRIUMPH O JAGUAR ' ROLLS ROYCE O BENTLEY



F'Offi, TEAE NAEffiSBg CETV trLAYE&S

Stage Manuger VIC FRANCIS

Assistont Sto.ile Mana.11er ...... ANNE FRANCIS

Assisteil bg ........ John Baggaley, Douglas Beard,

Set Desiqrred hv

Constrttctiott Cret

Properly Mistress

,4ssisted bu .......................

Productiort Secretary

Costumes bg

Assisted by .............

Lighting bs ...................

Assisted bU

Production Secretarg

Sound Recordist

Assisted bu ..,............. ...

Business Manager

Publicity

Programme

Poster Design & Prograrnnte Couer

Photographs

!'rancis Mbaya, Livingstone Njoroge

ROB BAIN

John Baggaley, Douglas Beard Chris Cook. Petcr
Cran-rpton, Arthur Docherty, Vic Francis, Anne Francis,
l{oward Francis, Dean Francis, Maureen Fox, Francis
X4baya, Joan Stally, Livingstone Njoroge, John Tyson.

I,,4AIIREEN FOX

Jill Purcell

JOAN STALLY

CHERRY HEYWOOD-JONES

Trixie Bigneil, Shirley Bishop, Gill Hines

BILL KING

Jim Rushin

LIZ BAGGALEY

KEN LATHAM

l'iona McKenzie and Peter Sutton

sRYAN EFSOM

tsRYAN EPSOM and PETER PEARCE

KEN LATHAM and BRYAN EPSOM

IETER JENSEN of Kenya Advertising Corporation

GEOFF GRIMSHAW

(All back stage arrangernents under the organisati.on
of Stage Operators and Technical Specialists)

F'OR TEtrE NA.TTONAL T'EIEATtsE

Manager

Assistant Manager

Boe aflice

Theatre Electri,cans

LEO PARDO

JCNATHAN PATITA

GEORGE MUGELE

.IASON MWAI
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WESTERN WOODWORK LTD,
Battersea Road

P.O. Box 49951 TeI. 558897

FOR FURNITURE OF EVERY DESIGhI.

Specialists in:-
HOITEL F"I]RNIIIIRE AND FIITINGS

CONTRACT FTIRNITURE, HOUSEHOLD F"T]RNISHINGS

No contract too small or too large.

Please call at our showrooms

or Ring for Expert Advice

tkqoltw,

Hilton Tel:21923

Expert Hairstyling fo. ' '.

men and women.

Will be open on Sundays

B.v Group Appointments only.

Panafric Hotel Tel: 21998

J(gWWo Facials and Manicures'

.ttd.



PAST PRODUCTIONS

BY NAIROBI CTIY PLAYARS

"The Love ol Four Colonels" by Peter Ustinov'

"The Man Who Came to Dinner" by Moss

"Ring Round The Moon" by Jean Anouilh'
"Payment Deferred" by Jeffrey Dell.

"Romanoff and Juliet" by Peter Ustinov'
"'ftvo Gentlemen of Soho" by A. P. Herbert'

(Winning EntrY
"Carrington V. C." by Dorothy and Campbell

"WiIi Any Gentleman" by Vernon Sylvaine.

1956

r957

1958

r1)62

1963

Hart and George S' Kattfrnan

Kenya Drama Festival, 1958t
Christie.

1959 "Rope" by Patrick Hamilton.
"You Can't Take It With You" by Moss Hart and George S' Kaufman'

"The Paragon" by Roland and Michael Pertwee.

I $60 ,,The Diary of Anne Frank" by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackeit.

"Six Characters In Search ol An Auth<lr" by Pirandello'
"A farrago" comPrising

"The ProPosal" bY Chekhov.

"Uneasy Lies The Head . " from Shakespeare'

"Red PePPers" bY Noel Corvard.

196l "The King and I" by Rodgers and Hammerstein'

"The Caine Mutiny Court Martial" by Herman Wouk'

"The House by the Lake" by Hugh Mills'
"The Bespoke Overcoat" by \{olf Mankowitz'

(Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival; 1961t
.The Hole'' by N. F. Simpson. (Drama Festival Entry, 1961)

"Caesar and Cleopatra" by George Bernard Shaw'

"The Long and The Short and The Tall" by Willis Hall'
"Men Without Shadows" by Jean Paul Sartre'------- 

ipti"ed Third Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 19{12)

,,No Fixed Abode,' by clive Exton. (Drama Festival Entry, 1962)

"See How TheY Run" bY PhiiiP King.
,,Annie Get Your Gun" by lrving Beriin, Herbert and Dorothy Fields.

"Irma La Douce" by Marguerite Monnot and Alexandre Breflort'

Excerpts from "St. Joan" by Gqo-Ige.Bernard Shaw'--- - 
(F1aced. Second Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival 1963)

,,The Resounding Tinkle" by N. F. Simpson. (Drama Festival Entry, 1963)

10

I



['ast Productions continued

1964 "South Pacific" by Rodgers and Hammerstein.
"Ross" by Terence Rattigan.
"The Valiant" by Holworthy Hall and Robert Nlliddlernass.

- (Winr.ring Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 196,1)"The Scar" by Rebecca Njau.
(Placed Third Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival. l!r6{

,,okIahomal,, by Rodgers and Hammerstein. 
and also Best original Plav)

1965 "The Country Wife" by William W)'cherle)-.
"The Duchess of Malfi" by John Webster.

(Placed Joint Third Winning Entry I{enya Drama Festival, 1965)
"The ltrizard of Oz" by Frank Baum. Flarold Arlen and E. y. Harburg.

:966 "A View From the Bridge" by Arthur Miller.
"The Man Who Came to Dinner', (revival) by Moss Hart and

George S. Kaufman.

It)67 "Trvelve Angry Men" by Reginald Rose.
A Double Bill ol -"Lunch Hour" by John Mortimer.

"One Way Pendulum', by N. F. Simpson.
"The Sound of Music" by Rodgers and Hammerstein.

t!)68 "A Streetcar Named Desire,' by Tennessee Williams.
"Guys and Dolls" by Frank Loesser, Jo Srverling and Abe Burrorvs.
"My Fair Lady" by Alan Jay Lerner and Frederick Loewe.

1060 "The Affair" by Ronald Millar.
"How to Succeed in Business Without Real1y Trying', by Frank Loesser
..After the Fall,, by Arthur Miller. 

and Abe Burrows'

"Kiss Me Kate" by Cole Porter and Belia & Sam Spervacli

1970 "The Magistrate" by Sir,Arthur Wing pinero
A Double Bill of -"The Dock Brief" by John Mortimer.

"The Real Inspector Hound" by Tom Stoppard.
"The Lion and the Jewel" by Wole Soyinka.

(In association with the National Thealre Cornpany of Kenya)
"The Pajama Game" by Richard Adler,.Iery Ross, George Abbot and

Richard Bisseil.

l0?l "Hadrian VII" by Peter Luke.
"Fiddler on the Roof" by Joseph Stein, Jerry Boch and Sheldon Harnick.
"Kismet" by Robert Wright, George Forrest, Charles Lederer, Luther Davies.

1972 "Under Milk Wood" by Dy1an Thomas.
"Salad Days" by Julian Slade and Dorothy Reynokis.
"Saint Joan" by George Bernard Shaw.
"He]Io, Doilyl" by Michael Stewart & Jerry Herman.

1973 "Condr-rct Unbecoming by Barry England.

"Man of La Mancha" by Dale Wasserman. Mitch Leieh and Joe Darion

1l



ACKNOWLEDGEME}'[TS

THE NAIROBI CITY PLAYERS \r'ish to expICSS thcir appreciation and thanks to: -

Mr. Justice Hancock )

Mr'. John Silvester )

Mr'. Peter Hewitt )

Mr. Michael Aronson )

Mr. Amos Wako )

Houservives Delight
Westlands Sundries.
Wallibhai Karim & Co.

Elizabeth's dresses bY Jax
Invaiid Equipment for loan of thloat spray

Caribonum (E.A.) Ltd. for stationery
The Hedley School for the Blind
Kenya Red Cross - for loan of bath chair'
Tropicals Pet ShoP
Sai Nurseries, Westlands - for garden plants'

Preston Pioneer Cine Service
International Aeradio Ltd.
East African Railways Corporaiion. Catering Department

For the loan of lega1 gorn'ns and wigs

A1:med Bros. Ltd
Nigel Slade
Oskar Walch Ltd
Radio House
Eye Centre
Lens Limited
B.A.T.
NJinl-Max
Mrs. Langlois
Blouses by Jax
iVlaya Ram

The Theatre GrouP Presents

I\EXT PRODI]CTION

"Dial 'M' For Murder"

Produced bY:

MGEL SLADE and JOTIN MOR,TIMER,

OCTOBER 3rcl - 13th, L973

Featuring: JAN COOK, DAVID BROOI(E, ^ANDREW PASStsY'

BILL SANFEY, BBIAN I{OLAN.

BOOI( EARLY
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THE NORFOLK-EVERYTHING GOOD ABOUT NAIROBI.
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The Norfolk Hotel is as old as

Nairobi. lt has fed and cared for
generations of Nairobi's residents
ind visitors. The atmosPhere
never changes. lt remains a

welcoming place with a

comfortable, shaded terrace
restaurant, beautifully appointed
rooms, swimming Pool and bird
filled court-Yard.
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