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STT4BA SECURITY J,Iilfg?r$
CHEPKERIO ROAD
OFF LUSAKA ROAD
INDUSTRIAL AREA, NAIROBI.

P.O. Box 1463't
NAIROBI, KENYA

TELEPHONE: 558294
55851 6

FOR SECURITY COVER ON II{DUSTRIAL,
COMMERCIAL AND PRIVATE PREMISES.

WE PROVIDE SECURIT\' GL \RDS

OUR COMPANY IS CONCERNED WITH PROVIDI\G CUARDS (WITH A LITTLE
CASH CARRYING FOR THOSE CLIENTS WHO HA\/E THE NEED),

WE ARE NOT INVESTIGATORS. ALARM INSTALLERS. DOG HANDLERS. PARCEL
TRANSPORTERS. DEBT COLLECTORS, PROCESS SERVERS ET AL.

WE CAN. HOWEVER. ALSO OFFER ADVICE ON SECURITY MATTERS BASED ON
PERSONAI, PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE, THIS EXPERIENCE IN THE SECURITY
GUARDS FIELD IS UNSURPASSED IN NAIROBI. COVERING. AS IT DOES. THE
PAST TWELVE YEARS.

WE OPERATE. BY SOME STANDARDS. A SMALL ORGANISATION. THIS ALLOWS
US TO KEEP THE CONTROL THAT WE FEEL IS SO NECESSARY.

WE DO NOT ADVERTISE VERY MUCH - PROGRAMMES OF THE NA]ROBI CITY
PLAYERS, BEING THE EXCEPTION BUT RELY ON PERSONAL RECOMMEN.
DATIONS. WE FIND THIS MUCH MORE SATISFYINC.

+- THIS WAY WE GET TO ALL THE BEST PEOPLE]
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRI\.{AN OF NAIROBI CITY PLAYERS

This is a very special year for the Nairobi City Players. being the Twenty-First Anniversary of the
gl-oup's formation in 

_1956. 
It is a hrppy coincidence that this year is the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary

of the Kenya National Theatre where most of our productions have been staged.

During our 21. years of existence we have presented a total of 83 productions, including 26 full-scale
musicals, all of which are named later in this programme. Many talented actors and theatie technicians
have contributed vitally to our work. Wc have also been excellently served by musical directors,
musicians, chorus masters, chcireographers and dancers.

ln recent years we have followed a policy of "importing" professional directors/choreographers and
actoas. These have included Larry Oaks, David Kelsey, Christina Artemis, Tony Rickell, Leo Khrribi"rr,
Robert Robinson, Brian Carter. Robert Herzl and. for "The King and I", Fernand Monast. We feel this

P"l].y has been fully justified by the ambrtious productions we have been able to presenr and the
high standards achieved.

We are h.ppy to perform for Nairobi audiences and hope that we may continue to entertain you for
many years to come. We hope you will enjoi, "The King and I" which we believe will be a fitting finale
to our Twenty-First Anniversary Year.

BRYAN EPSOM

THE ROTARY CLUB OF NAIROBI

CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE

Thc Rotary CIub of Nairobi takcs this opportunity of saying
"WELCOME" and "THANK YOU".

Wc welcome thc first night iiudiencc of a production which
wc arc sure rvill be prorninent in Nairobi Thcatre history.
We also thank the audience, thc young peoplc of the fledgling
Roraract Clr-rb of Nairobi, the Nairobi City playcrs. the
donors of the rafflc prizes and our man1, other hclpers for
thcir contributions towards our targct of a Kidncy Machinc
for thc Nairobi Hospital.

F.A. CRAMMENoPoUI-OS
CF]AIRMAN,
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THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND TO THE "KING AND I"

The meeting of the King of Siam and Anna Leonowens, which serves as the basis for Rodgers and
Hammerstein's glorious musical "The King and 1", actually occurred in Siam in the 1860's. ln the
latter half of the 'l9th Century and first decade of the 20th Siam was governed by perhaps its most
capable and farseeing kings: Rama lV, better known as King Mongkut, and his son, Rama V, or King
Chulalongkorn. These two rulers changed Siam from an insular feudal kingdom into a modern nation
and enabled it to weather the tidal wave of European colonialism that engulfed all the neighbouring
countries of South-east Asia.

A philosopher and theologian, King Mongkut, who had been a monk in a Budhist monastry for 27 years
before his accession to the throne, also had a livelr curiosity about the world and a great respect for
science. He was also strongly influenced by the risible role of Europe and the United States in Far
Eastern affairs. The event that most impelled his modernization of the country along Western lines was
the Opium War of 1840, in which a once-proud China suffered a humiliating defeat at the hands of the
British. lf Siam were to avoid China's fate, she must modernize.

At his coronation in 1851, King Mongkut broke some centuries-old precedents; he invited foreign
residents to the ceremony and he exempted them from the traditional requirement of prostrating
themselves before the King. He invited many foreign acvisers to serve in his administration and in 1862
he employed a British widow, Mrs. Anna Leonow'ens, to give English lessons to some of the 82 sons and
daughters he had by his 35 wives. ln old Siam it rias not only a man's prerogative but a king's duty to
have many wives as insurance that there would be plentv of heirs to the throne. Mongkut was constantly
beseiged by noblemen wishing to offer their daughters to him in marriage, causing the king eventually
to declare that he had more wives than he wanted; in fact he devised an ingenious law enabling his
wives to "resign" and marry commoners if ther so desired.

Before she left Siam, Mrs. Leonowens had the king's multitudinous children speaking excellent English
and the Siamese government well on its wa;,to man\ more liberal reforms. This was the same period
when Abraham Lincoln was wrestling rvith slaverr in his country and before Mrs. Leonowens was done
with him, King Mongkut had an excellent worl.. nr knorvledge of Mr. Lincoln's ways and had been
induced to apply many of the President's principles to Siam itself.

When Anna Leonowens returned to England after tr. e \:ears in Bangkok, she wrote two books entitied
"A British Governess at the Court of Siam" an.r "The Romance of the Harem", which became the
basis of Margaret Landon's best-seller "Anne ai': iire King of Siam". Margaret Landon first became
intrigued by the picture of the inner life of an Oriental Royal Court painted so vividly by the English-
woman, who went to teach the Siamese King's man;'children, when she was living in Siam in the
1930's. Then, in 1939, an acquaintance rvho hac himself spent some time in Siam wondered aloud if
Mrs. Landon had "ever heard of his Aunt A 'n.''. "Aunt Annie", of course, turned out to be Anna
Leonowens. With this meeting Mrs. Landon picieo up a great deal of important family background
and two subsequent years of research finall; culminated in "Anna and the King of Siam", which, in
turn, inspired the highly successful Broad*'a1 musical and world-famous film "The King and 1".

King Mongkut's son and successor, Chulalongkorn, was a teenager when his father died. Before coming
of age to ascend the throne at 21, the young prince travelled extensively in Malaya, Java and India,
learning about his neighbours - and getting a good look at Western colonialism in the process. What he

saw convinced him that Siam must keep herself free from control by any of the European powers. At
his coronation in 1873 Siamese subjects a1l prosrrated themselves as tradition dictated in the presence
of royalty. The moment he was crowned, Chulalongkorn announced that henceforth there would be

no prostration before the King. ln one of the most dramatic moments in Siamese history, the entire
Court rose to its feet at the new king's words. lt was the keynote of Chulalongkorn's forward looking
rule and amongst many other achievements during his reign, he abolished slavery only three years after
abolition was completed in the United States.

I
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ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
FERNAND MONAST

FERNAND MONAST comes to Kenya with
a wealth of previous experience in the world
of theatre.

He was born in Montreal, Canada, and started
in theatre as a child aged 7. By the age of
15 he was directing his own productions and
at the tender age of only 19 became Cultural
Director of the Verdun Festivals. He comp-
leted his B.A. Degree at Ottawa University
and became a teacher of Art in Verdun,
Canada.

His education did not finish at University and
he studied Drama at various lengths with Jean
Doat, Grand Ballet and Singing. He went on
from Montreal to London where he studied
at R.A.D.A. and at the Royal Court Theatre
under George Devine.

As an actor, singer and dancer he has appeared
all over the United Kingdom, including the

West End; his West End shows include "My
Fair Lady", t'Camelot", ttBilly", "Man of La
Mancha" and "High Diplomacy". He has also
had engagements at various repertory theatres
such as Canterbury and Windsor. Touring

shows are also part of his "portfolio", among these being "Camelot", "The Boyfriend" and "Guys and
Dolls" to mention but a few, His horizons have extended beyond the United Kingdom and he has
appeared in productions in Belgium, New York, South America, as well as touring with the Walt
Disney Show in Europe.

In ad&tion, films and television have occupied his attention and Fernand has appeared in "The
fuvils", "Alice in Wonded and" , "Elizabeth Regina", "Henry VIII", "Strauss", "War and Peace", "Love
fot Lydta" and ttAnna Karenina".

As a Director and Choreographer, he has been involved with shows such as "South Pacific", "My Fair
Lady", "Grease" and "How To Succeed in Business" with semi-professional groups in London.

Fernand is a member of the Royal Academy of Dancing and (P.D.) A.R.A.D. and is presently Ballet
Teacher at the Una Billings School of Dancing.

On his return to London in December he goes into intensive rehearsal for Pantomime to be presented
in London over the festive sei$on. In addition he is also directing a production of "My Fair Lady" to be

presented in London in March.

This is Fernand Monast's first visit to Kenya.
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THE STORY
The time is cLca 1860 and the action takes place in Bangkok, Siam.

The story begins as the ship bringing the new English Governess, Anna, and her son, Louis, approaches Bangkok' As the ship draws to

"rr.hor, 
ih" Royal Barge .p^pro".li".-r.rd the Kralahome (Prime Minister) alights. All does not seem well, but despite a warning from

Captain Ortoq Anna is determined to enter Bangkok'

Anna is then introduced to the King and one of the Royal Wives, Lady Thiang. The King has just received a Present from the Prince of
Burma, Lun Tha, The Royal Wives,-Princes and Princesses are then commanded to appear and it is not long before they are allhardat
work in the School Room, iearning English and a variety of other subjects. Even the King is an interested pupil'

Anna takes the opportunity to ask the King to provide the house for her that he promised. He denies the request and after a stormy scene

Anna walks out and returns to her room where she vents her fury in private'

Meanwhile, unknown to the King, Lun Tha and Tuptim have been meeting secretly, aided and abettedty the romantic Mrs. Anna- Lady

nrr"g, Ctr"iwife of the King", discovers their sJcret and strongly disapproves. She does not tell the King for feat of hutinghim.

In the palace the King is upset over rumours that he is known as a barbarian. He appeals to Anna for assurance and she makes overtures on

his behalf to her old friend, Sir Edward Ramsay, a British diplomat stationed in Singapore,

A visit by Sir Edward is suddenly announced at very short notice and the King, anxious to create a good impression, plans to entertain the

visitor with the assistance ofAnna and Buddah.

The second acr opens with Lady Thiang and the Royal Wives in the study, busy rying on European--style clothes in which they will be

attired at the Bali being plannei to wefcome Sir Edward Ramsay, The &esses and European way of lif,9 appear strange and rid-iculous

to them and the "r.i"Aif Sir Edward in the Palace, sporting a monacle, sends them fleeing in tertor in all directions However, all is not
lost and the King and Sir Edward escort Anna to the ballroom where they enjoy a royal feast, dancing and a ballet,

The ballet has been written by Tuptim and is entitied "Small House of Uncle Thomas", a Siamese version of "Uncle Tom's Cabin". Tuptim
is tle narrator with the Roy.l D"tt.er. and Wives all participating. During the ballet Tuptim tries to tell the King about her own romanci:

but only succeeds in angering him with her so-called "moral" play.

The evening has, however, been a success and the English visitors are impressed. They bid th,em farewell_and the King isle{{one-with
Anna. There are certain things about Western .ulture which the King doei not understand and Anna tries het best to. explain' They dance

;;;;;i", until inte.upted by-the Kralahome who announces that Tuptim has been caught after trying to escaPe with her lover, Lun Tha-

Triptim is eventually^whipped and, on hearing of the death of Lun Tha, escapes and stabs herself.

As the King lies dying, Lady Thiang is commanded to bring Anna to visit.him before she leaves Bangkok. A reconciliation is effected and

th; Kirg ai"", i,rpily]'troi,ing thal Prince Chulalongkorn,-hi. *rr, is well s2p2!ls of taking over the throne, having been trainedinthe

schccl of good government by the ubiquitous Mrs Anna.

"The King ond l" - A whole new Production
Rodgers and Hammerstein's "The King and I" has proved to be among the most sensitive and adult plays of our time, a work of art that

has end*recl, even .,youthened" over ,h" p".a quarter century. Needless to say, the choice ofYul Brynner to play the original King proved

to be most propitious and this was but a start of one of the great acting careers of our time'

'the King ond I premiered at the St. James Theatre on Broadway, March 29, 1951, and played7,246 performances. Itstriumphwaslater

,"p""r"Ji1 London, where it opened at the Drury Lane Theatre on October 8, 1953, and played for over two years'

Twentieth century-Fox,s memorable motion picture version of Rodgers and Hammerstein's musical was released in 1956' Yul Brynner

recreated his role of the King of Siam and won ihe Academy Award as Best Actor. Deborah Kerr was his lovely Anna.

A highly acclaimed television series based on ,,Anna and the King of Siam".was a CBS-TV offering n the 1972 season, and a new generation

fell in love with the Oriental king and the English Soverness.

Then in 1976, producers Lee Guber and Shelly Gross persuaded Yul Brynner to once again piay the King of Siam for an 8-city national

,o.,r, flr" King'and I fever returned, fresh and i"rr.*ed afte, 25 yearc. The entire tour played to standing-room-only audiences in city after

city, and the"question asked over and over was "When are you bringing the show to Broadway". New York was waitinganxiously.

On May 2, 1977, yul Brynner in Rodgers and Hammerstein'sThe King and l.opened at Broadway's largest theatre, the 1933-seatUris'

"Don't'caf this a revival'l Brynner warned. "This is a whoie new productionl"

In 1961 the Nairobi City players presented "The King and I" as their frst ever.musical offering at the National Theatre. The production

was directed by Robert'B"r.iorr,'and sta.red Peter Pe'arce as the King and Dulcie Arwill as Anna. Peter and Dulcie were at that time well-

known ro Nairobi audiences having played ir several leading productions. Bryan Epsom took the role ofthe Ktalahome and Mary Epsom

was busy as usual as Costume Desig-ner for the great multitude of costumes necessary for the production.

Now in 1977 Nairobi city players are presenring "The King and I" as their final production for the year' Nairobi City?layers.have been in

existence for 2l years and ',The King and I" was unanimously considered a. b"ing m-ost suitable as a reri!'al of a previous musical,

especially as both peter Pearce and piicie Atwiil had agreed to play the parts of ihe King and Anna once again' Bryan Epsom, now

Chalrrrr"., takes charge of publicity and Mary Epsom has been hard at work as Costume Designer'
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IN NEED OF TYRES

AIWAYS REMEMBER

GENERAL TYRE SATES LTD.
Box 81476, Phone 21184,

MOMBASA.

MOTOR TYRE RETREADERS LTD.
P.O. Box 11324, Phone 28098,

NAIROBI.

KINGSWAY TYRES &
AUTO MART LTf).

P.O. Box 11324, Phone: 2099G123239,
University Way, Nairobi.
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World famous Ovaltine the
supreme food beverage is now
available again at all leading
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For health, strength and
energy drink Ovaltine
each day.
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prepared concentration of
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MUSICAL NUMBERS

Act I

OVERTURE.
..I WHISTLE A HAPPY TUNE"
..SCURRY"

..MY LORD AND MASTER''

..HELLO, YOUNG LOVERS"

..MARCH OF THE SIAMESE CHILDREN"
,,A PUZZLEMENT''
..ROYAL BANGKOK ACADEMY"
..GETTING TO KNOW YOU"
..WE KISS IN A SHADOW"

" A PUZZLEMENT" (Reprise)

..SHALL I TELL YOU WHAT I THINK
OF YOU"

..SOMETHING WONDERFUL''

..FINALE"

Act II

..WESTERN PEOPLE FUNNY"

..I HAVE DREAMED"

"HELLO YOUNG LOVERS" (Reprise)

..THE SMALL HOUSE OF UNCLE
THOMAS"

..SONG OF THE KING"

..SHALL WE DANCE"

..PROCESSIONAL"

"I WHISTLE A HAPPY TUNE (RePrise)

..FINALE''

..SHALL I TELL YOU WHAT I THINK
OF YOU"

Anna and Louis

Tuptim

Anna

The King

Royal Wives and Children

Anna, Royal Wives and Children

Lun Tha and Tuptim

Prince Chululongkorn and Louis

Anna

Ladv Thiang

Entire Company

Lady Thiang and Royal Wives

Lun Tha and Tuptim

Anna

Ballet

The King and Anna

Anna and The King

Anna and Children

Entire Company

Anna

UNDERSTUDIES

Antu. "'"MARGARET LAWSON

The Kittg. ""BRYAN EPSOM

Lady Thiang " " "DEANNA ROBINSON

Tuptim " "JAN HUTSON

LunTlu -..VICFRANCIS
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The international hotel
in the heart of Nairobi

Why not celebrate Christmas and New Year at the 680 HOTEL? Special 680 Dinner Dance on:

23rd and 24th December

30th and 31st December

Apply to: The General Manager,680 Hotel, P.O. Box 43436, Tel: 332680, Nairobi.

FOR GOWN FASHIONS
to fit you with special -care
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PHOENIX ARCADE
KENYATTA AVENUE

NAIROBI HILTON
TEL.29999 SIMBA STREETPO BOX 47484 NAIROBI -



Scene 1

Scene 2

Scene 3

Scene 4

Scene 5

Scene 6

Scene 1

Scene 2

Scene 3

Scene 4

Scene 4a

Scene 5

Scene 5a

Scene 6

SYNOPSIS OF SCENES
ACT I

Deck of the Chow Phya.

The King's Library - Royai Palace - Bangkok'

Outside the Palace.

The Schoolroom.

Mrs. Anna's Bedroom in the Palace,

The King's Library.

The

ACT II

Reception Room in the Palace.

In the Palace Grounds.

Ballet - "The Small House of Uncle Thomas".

Reception Room in the Palace.

Outside the Palace.

A Room in Mrs. Anna's House.

A Corridor in the Pa]ace.

The King's Llbrary.

action passes in and around the King's Paiace

in Bangkok, Siam.
Time: 1860's

THERE WILL BE ONE INTERMISSION OF 15 MINUTES
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,,COCA-COLA" ANO "COKE" ARE THE REGISTERED TRADE MARKS OF THE COCA-COLA COMPANY.
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THE PRODUCTION TEAM
Productiott Manager , . NICK DONNE
T,ssistant Productiott Manager ANN FRANCIS
Stage Manager VIC FRANCIS
-4ssisrazf Stage l,lanagers ARTHUR DOCHERTY & JOE MURIITHI
Director's ,4s.sisfdnrsi JoAN GREENE & pENNy ROBERTS
Stage creu' and Set Painting ,. FRANCIS ADDIKAH. SHEILA & JOHN BRowN,

ARTHUR & MARLENE DOCHERTY. PETER
DONDE, ANN & VIC FRANCIS, BRENDA.
GLEN & GAIL GOODMAN, KEVIN GROSS.
KAMAU WA KAMAU, SOZZIE KASOZIMUSOKE.
ALAN KONYA. M.K. KOTECHA, IVOR &
BARBARA MAYNARD, JOE MURIITHI.
PETER MUTUA. ROBERT KURIA NG'ANG'A.
LYNN & MIKE NOEL. GERARD O'CONNOR.

-I]MMY OKOT, DR. CHRYSEE PERRYMARTIN,
CORDON PURCELL. KTZITO WADEMI.
JOSEPH WERE.

(hll Boy GLEN GOODMAN
Basic Ser Constrltction KENYA NATIONAL THEATRE
Master Carpenter,.,. JOSEPH GICHURE
Lighting Desigtr, ...,. FERNANDMONAST& THEATRICAL

ENTERPRISES (K) LTD.
Lighting BENNY GOODMAN. AILEEN HUT*|ON. JASON

MwAr. JULIA BTSHOP. ALAN NJOROGE &

- LYNN NOEL
Sound,, KEN LATHAM & pETER DAVIES.
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CHOREOGRAPHER

MARGARET HADDAD

ROYAL WIVES

Mary Arnold
Sue Evans
Marianne Herne

Jan Hutson
Martha King
Mary-Jane Knox
Margaret Lawson
Deann;l Robinion
Sue Rolls
Brenda Williarns

AMAZONS

Zelga Crawford
Christine Green
Helrna Smedema
Patty Vining
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PRIESTS & GUARDS

Jeff Arnold
Olyrnpio Carva]ho
George f)'Costa
Romeo Dias
Malcolm Monteiro

COSTUMES

Designed & Executed by
MARY EPSOM

Assisted by: Evelyn Kalibala
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CAST OF CHARA

Captain Orton

Louis l,eonowens . . . ., .

Anna Leonowens.,,..
The Interpreter

The Kralahome

The King

Tuptim

L'ady Thiang

Prince Chulalongkorn, . .

Princess Ying Yaowalak ,

l.un Tha

Sir Edward Ramsay

Eliza. ....Margarer Haddad
Little Eva, . . ., .Marion Guthrie
Topsv ,.,Suzannah Day

Dancers: Ann Christenson. B - -r
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Marv Annc Lobo
Mclita t-obo
Miclrellc, l.obo

J ulian Montciro
llcrnerdinc Noronha
Blossorn Noronha
l)irritt-t Robinsotr
Malcolrl D'Souz-a

Norberrt D'Souza

1da d
-t .r iL

)

,r c1e,

. rlL}'"h

I rgel
Srnron



Violins:

Violas:

Cellos:

Harp:

Flutes:

Oboe:

Clarinets:

Horns:

Trumpets:

Trombone:

Percussion:

Piano:

The Nairobi
assistance as

City Players also wish
rehearsal pianists.

Convenor Nairobi Orchestra

MARGARET SHARMAN

THE ORCHESTRA
CONDUCTOR: NAT KOFSKY

James Fenton, Gerry Litton, Luis Pires,

Robin Sayers and Michael Veltman

Richard Farun and Tracey Harmon

Ulrike Farun and Margaret Sharman

Denise Cowan

Joan Downing and Karen Thorne

Brian Thorne

Marilyn Aucutt and Sally Isige

Hans Egerrup and Margo Conitz

Barry Crawford and Ian Guthrie

Mary Conitz

Jack Ferrie

Phyllis Hand

to thank Phyllis Hand and Peter Holgate for their invaluable

THE KENYA NATIONAL THEATRE
Manager

Box Office

Master Carpenter

Electrician

NOTE:

Photography and Recording is not permitted during the performance.

Smoking in the Auditorium is prohibited.

Refreshments and Drinks may not be brought into the Auditorium.

Orders for Drinks during the Interval can be made in advance at the Theatre Bar.

LEO PARDO

HENRY ALUDAH

JOSEPH GICHURE

JASON MWAr



ABOUT THE MUSICAL DIRECTOR
NAT KOFSKY

Naircrbi City Players are very pleased
to have the services of Nat Kofsky
as Musical Drector for their revival
production of "The King and I".

Nat was born in England and first
studied music there, finishing his
violin studies with the celebrated
Professor Carl Flesch, then resident
in London. Nat first arrived in Kenya
tn L939,just in time to join the East
African Forces. Among the many
different nationalities in the armft
he found some excellent musicians,
and was able to inspire their talents
to many different purposes. During
this difficult period he presented
many musical events throughout East
Africa,and, from these humble begin-
nings, Nairobi's musical life expanded
to the scope and depth we enjoy
today.

In 1951 he was asked to return to Kenya as Director of the Kenya Conservatoire of Music. In these
early days of the Conservatoire suitable accommodation was extremely hard to obtain and it is only
in comparatively recent times that the Conservaroire moved to the present premises. Mr. Kofsky has
watched the Institute grow over a period of 26 r'ears and its success today must largely be attributed
to his constant attention and guidance over the lears.

In 1967 Nat was awarded an Honorary Degree of rhe Royal College of Music, London, and in 1975 the
Order of the British Empire, both awards citing ''for services to music in Africa".

During the last 16 years Nat has become knou'n to a very wide public through his popular "Thursday
Evening Concerts", broa.dcast by the Voice oi Ken.,-a. Over the last few years he has been conducting
the Nairobi Orchestra, which has held many successful concerts and played for many musical productions
in the Kenya National Theatre. As well as this rvork Nat has established an international concert life for
Nairobi by arranging concert visits from man1, of the world's leading soloists and ensembles.

We have been fortunate in recent years to secure the services of Nat Kofsky as Musical Director for
several musicals. In 1967 he began his association with Nairobi City Players when he was Musical
Director for the highly successful production of "The Sound of Music". He returned again for "Guys
and Dolls", "My Fair Lady", "Kiss Me Kate". "Fiddier on the Roof 'and "Oliver", all highly successful
productions in their own right. We are delighted to have Nat working with us once again in our new
production of "The King and I".



Ladies and Gentlernen ...
ln this corner, weighing 39 pounds,

the world's leader and Hi-Fi st;reo eombination
champion pHILIPS ZZ RH g5g

The Philips Stereo Hi-Fi Center has superor sound P.A. anrplifier. Cassette recorder has full stereo
reproduction and versatility to give you the best in recording and playback facilities and takes Hi_Fi
listening pleasure for years to come. Specrf cat cns: and standard cassettes as well, \^/ith automatic
Stereo tuner/amplifier/cassette recorder combination sv;itch_over of systems. DNL for noisefree tapeRH 953 Tuner/amplifier is equipped ,,,rrith .4 r.n;ave- reproductron. Automatic level control. ,fiadio,
bands, FM/stereo-mono included. Outout 2 x 17\,N interference filter for perfect recording of M\,A/ andmusic power' Automatic FM/stereo decod."r and LW programmes. Counter ancj automatic zero stop.AFC on FM wave band. Easy slide ccntrols for Easy accessible sockets for Ioudspeaker enclosures,
volume, balance. bass and treble. Mic and head- record player, external recorcier and microphone.phone sockets at the front Suitable for use as Comes wrth 2 matching ioudspeal<er enclosures.
Dimensions:57x1ox29cm;Encrosures2bx35xrgcn.pou,,ersupprv:jjo,r127l22al240v,5L)r60Hz.
22RH 953-MW, 2'xSW (13, 130 m), FN4 87.5 108 I.tH:. 2x j7W. 5Cr,60 Hz.
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PETER PEARCE

AS

THE KING

DULCIE ATTWILL
AS

ANNA

MARLENE DOCHER.TY

AS

LADY THIANG
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JENNY HADFIELD
AS

TUprlIM

JOHN KEMPSELL

AS

LUN THA

i 'Be&u re' 
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ALLAUDIN QURESHI
AS

THE KRALAHOME
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DAVID AISTHORPE

AS

LOUIS

CHRIS COUTINTIO
AS

PRINCE CHULALONGKORN

:l:i:::ni.:::

.€
;.::!ilrr-ri:i:,. nl{

ii.itiffi =1i1;i;:,i#-:-

I .,;

Love rs of
Cltlssiccll
Music
Did you know the best Selection
of Classical Music comes from
Phonogra m ?

Choose your Classical Music
From the following Labels:
n D.G.G. ! Decca tr Ectipse
I PYE Collectors Series t] Archiv

Available from all the leading Music shops
in Kenya.

Phonogram/East Africa
Records Limited
P.O. Box 43695

Nairobi, Kenya

o
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ALAN BOBBE'S BISTRO
a Restaurdnt of International repute. Caltex HOuse,

Koinange Street, Nairobi
Phone 21152 and 24945

For table reservations

one doesn't have to wear a ball
gown like Mrs. Anna's in the 2nd Act
to eat at the Bistro

although it would be nice.

But as the Bistro is small, but very good,

there would only be room

for three at a time. Shall we dine?

Open for luncheons
Mondays to Fridays from
11.45 a.m. - 2.15 p.m. onwards,

Open for luncheons
Mondays to Fridays from
11.45 a.m. - 2.15 p.n. Dinners
served from 6.45 p.m. onwards,
including Saturdays.
Closed Sundays.

The Blstro is now gently air conditioned

DORMAN'S COFFEE
We're sure "The King" would have enjoyed it.

rloeot 7/* /qr/4q
Best Kenya coffee can still be bought cheaply here.

Supplied by:-

C. Dorman Ltd.
P.O. Box 30147
NAIROBI.



Robbialac
polyurethane

WOOD$EAL
protests and beautifies
all forms of wood

Ldr,#:fl[ri*rJ]#:;:*""' Ro b b i a la r
It preserves and enhances the wood for painting protection.
grain and resists hot water, scratch ng,

dilute domestic acids, alcoholic drinks
and oils.

It is easy to appiy and can be recoated
within 4 hours and is hard dry withln
24 hours.



swARN SINGH (KENYAI LTD.

P.O. BOX 49278

Telephone 559697

Lusaka Road, lndustrial Area

Nairobi

Suppliers and Manufacturers of

Aluminium Windows and Doors

Demountable Partitions

Suspended Ceilings and Light Fittings



Richqrd Rodgers & Oscor Hommerstein 2nd
After long and highly distinguished careers with other Desert song and show Boat.rhe Rodgersand Hammer-

:ollaborators, Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein stein collaboration spanned 16 years and began in 1943

2nd joined to create the most consistently fruitful and with oktahoma!, a show that changed the form and

successful partnership in the American musical theatre. direction of musical theatre. They never repeated them-

The team of Richard Rodgers & Lorenz Hart had selves; continuing with new, adventurous musicals:

delighted audiences for two decades with Babes in Arms, carouser, Ailegro, south Pacific, The King and l, Me and

The Boys from syracuse, Pal Joey and many othe r Juliet, Pipe Dream, Flower Drum song and The sound

famous musical comedies. with composers Rudolf Friml, of Music. They wrote the musical film "state Fair" and

Sigmund Romberg and Jerome Kern, oscar Hammerstein the TV presentation of "cinderella"'

ZriO naa written classical operettas like Bose Marie, The

Early in 1950 they received a call from Fanny Holtzman, Gertrude Lawrence's lawyer, asking if they would be

interested in writing and producing a musical adaptation of "Anna and the King of siam" with Gertrude Lawrence

as 
,,Anna,,. At first their feelings were decidedly mixed - they had never before written specifically with one actor

or actress in mind and they were concerned that such an arrangement might not give them freedom to write what

they wanted the way they wanted. on the other hand, here *., ,n opportunity to write for one of the theatre's

genuine stars. After seeing a screening of the film at the 20th century-Fox office they were finally convinced that

ih. ttoty had the making of a beautiful musical play'

with the,,r,, in ,,The King and r,, arready cast, they began thinking about "The King" but became thoroughly

discouraged until auditions were held for the part at the Majestic Theitre. The first candidate who walked out from

the wings was a bald, muscular fellow with a tony, oriental face. He was dressed casually and carried a guitar' His

name was yul Brynner. scowling, he sat down on the stage and crossed his legs, tailor-fashion, then plunked one

whacking chord on his guitar and began to howl in a strange language that no one could understand' He looked

savage, he sounded savage, and there was no denying that he plroiecteo i feeling of controlled ferocity. when he read

for Richard and oscar, they were again impressed by his authoiity and conviction - they looked at each otherand

nodded. TheY had found their King'

World famous Ovaltine the
supreme food beverage is now
avbilable again at all leading
suDermarkets and grocers.
For health, strength and
energy drink Ovaltine
each day.
Yes. Ovaltine is a speciallY
oreoared concentration of
mait extract, full cream milk,

-lfufi,#!/



Eluying "THE l<lNGi" New Shoes?
Genuine lmports

For all your requirements in lmported

Shoes

including

ITALIAN AND ENGLISH SANDALS

MENS SHOES

LADIES SHOES

CHILDRENS SHOES

ALSO

LADIES IMPORTED HANDBAGS

FAMILY FOOTWEAR
Banda Street,

NAIROBI.

P. O. Box 11174 Telephone 27331

NAIROBI.

THE NAIROBI CITY PLAYERS

IN SEPTEMBER, 1956 an "acting gpoup" was formed to be known as the Nairobi City Players, and in
its Constitution set down the following aims and objects:-

(") Regularly to present theatrical productions of a good dramatic and artistic standard by utilising
and co-ordinating the best available acting talent, producers, set designers and technical stage
assistants.

(b) Towards the fulfilment of (a) above, to be unstinting in the cost of production, subject to the
limit set by the Standing Committee.

(") To take all necessary steps to encourage the drama and to improve the facilities available for
theatrical productions.

The City Players have adhered rigidly to these aims from their formation and since that time have
presented a total of 83 productions including 27 full scale musicals, inostly at the Kenya National
Theatre.

The Nairobi City Players under the esteemed paronage of the Hon. Charles Njonjo E.G.H. M.P.
are controlled by a STANDING COMMITTEE as follows:-

Bryan Epsom (Chairman) Ken Latham
Nick Donne (Business Manager) Vic Francis
Gordon Purcell (Treasurer) Jack Ferrie
Benny Goodman (Executive Member) Arthur Docherty
Rurik Ronsky Peter Holgate
Peter Pearce

In addition to the Committee there is an Associate Membership limited to 75 members.
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PowebGomfortt
Economyand
Safety.
504 GL:
Offers you Power, Comfort and Luxury.
A joy to drive on long or short journeys.

504 GLFamily and Estate:
Combines the Comfort of a quality
saloon with space to spare to carry
larger families or extra luggage.

504 L 1600:
Here's Peugeot quality and comfort with
the accent on economy and lower run-
ning costs.

thePeugeot PeoPle
l\4arshalls ( E-A) Ltd. Harambee Avenue P.O, Box 30366
Nairobi. Branches at Nairobi, Mombasa, Nakuru, Eldoret.
Nanyuki, Nyeri, Kericho, Meru, and Kitale.
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Rough Day?

(*,"JHS,fln"rl
tonight.

h(\ t.lo\b
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Blended for smoothness-it never varies.



PAST PRODUCTIONS

BY NAIROBI CITY PLAYERS

"The Love of Four Colonels" by Peter Ustinov'

"The Man Who Came to Dinner" by Moss Hart and George S' Kaufman'

"Ring Round the N4oon" by Jean Anouilh'
"Payment Deferred" by Jeffrey Dell'

"Romanoff and Juliet" by Peter Ustinov'

"Two Gentlemen of Soho" by A.P. Herbert'

"Carrington V.C"'by Dorothy and Campbell Christie'

"Will Any Gentleman" by Vernon Sylvaine'

" Rope" by Patrick Hamilton.
"Vo, Cunit Take lt With You" by i!1oss Hart and George S' Kaufman'

"The Paragon" by Roland and Nlichael Pertwee'

"The Diary of Anne Frank" by Frances Goodricr anc Albert Hackett'

"Six Characters ln Search of An Author" br PrranCelro'

"A Farrago" ComPrlsing
"The ProPosal" bl' Chekhov'
"Uneasy Lies The Head ' ' '" lrom ShaLespeare'

"Red PePPers" bY Noel Co*arc'

"The King and i" by Rodger> and Hammer'tetn'

"The Caine Mutiny Court Martial" by Herman Wouk'

"The House by the Lake" by Hugh Mills'

"The Bespoke Overcoat" by Wolf Mankowitz'

"The Hole" bY N.F. SimPson.

"Caesar and Cleopatra" by George Bernard Sha*'

"The Long ano the Short and the Tall" by Willis Hal '

"Men Without Shadows" by Jean P;iul Sartre'

(Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1958)

(Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1961)-(Drama 
Festival Entry, 1961)

(Placed Third Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1962)
' (Drama Festival EntrY, 1962)

(Placed Second Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1963)" '(Drama 
Festival EntrY, 1963)

(Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1964)

Kenya Drama Festival, 1964 and also Best Original Play)

"No Fi.red Abode" bY Clive Exton'

"See How TheY Run" bY PhiliP King'

"Annie Get Your Gun" by lrving Berlin, Herbert and Dorothy Fieids'
,,lrma La Douce,,by Marguerite Monnot and Alerandre Breffort.

Excerpts from "St, Joan" by George Bernard Sharv'

"The Resounding Tinkle" by N'F. Simpson'

"South Pacific" by Rodgers and Hammerstein'
" Ross" bY Terence Rattigan.
"The Valiant" by Holworthy Hall and Robert Middlemass'

"The Scar" bY Rebecca Niau
(Placed Third Winning EntrY

1 965

"Oklahomal" by Rodgers and Hammerstein'

"The Country Wife" by William Wycherley'

"The Duchess of Malfi" by .lohn Webster'

"The Wizard of Oz" by Frank Baunr, Harold Arlen and E'Y' Harburg'
(Placed Joint Third Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1965)
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Past Productions continued

1966 "A Vierv From the Bridge" by Arrhur Miller.
"The Man Who Came to Dinner" (revival) bv Moss Hart and George S. Kaulman.

1967 "Twelve Angry Men" by Reginatd Rose.
A Double Bill ol

"Lunch Hour" by John Mortimer.
"One Way Pendulum" by N.F. Sirnpson.

"The Sound of Music" by Rodgers and Hammerstein.

"A Streetcar Named Desire" bv Tennessee Williams.
"Guys and Dolls" by Frrnk Loesser, lo Swerling and Abe Burrows.
"My Fair Lady" by Alan Jay Lerner and Frederick Loewe.

7976

1977

1969 "The Affair" by Ronald Millar.
"How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying" by Frank Locsser and Abe Burrows.
"After the Fall" by Arthur Miller.
"Kiss Me Kate" bv Cole Porter and Bella & Sam Spewack.

1970 "The Magistrate" by Sir Arthur Wing Pinero.
A Double Bill of-

"The Dock Briel" by lohn Mortimer.
"The Real lnspector Hound" by Tom Stoppard.

"The Lion and the Jewel" by Wolc Soyinka.
(ln association with the National Thcatre Company of Kenya)

"The Pyjama Game" by Richard Adler, lerry Ross, George Abbot and Richard Bissell.

1971 "Hadrian Vll" by Peter Luke.
"Fiddler on the Roof" by loseph Stein, ferry Boch and Sheldon Harnick.
" Kismet" by Robert Wright, George Forrest, Charles [-edcrcr and Luther Davies.

1972 "Under Milk Wood" bv Dvlan Thomas.
"Salad Days" by lulian Sladc and Dorothv Reynolds.
"Saint Joan" by George Bernard Shaw.
"Hellow, Dollyl" by Michael Srewart and Jerry Herman.

1973 "Conduct Unbecoming" bv Barry England,
"Man of La Mancha" by Dale Wasserman, Mitch t_cigh and loc Darion.
"A Voyage Round My Father" bv lohn Mortimer.

19i4 "Minstrels 19)4" 6y Bcnny Goodman.

"197 s

"Everything in the Garden" bv Giles Coopcr.
"Godspell" by lohn Michael Tebclak and Sterphcn Schrvarrz.
"Thc Rainmaker" by N. Richard Nash.

"Oliver" by Lionel tsart,

"Minstre ls i 975" by Br:;rn1' Goodman.
"The Maslers" by Ronalcl Miltar (bascd on book by C.P. Snow).
"Genesis" by David Kelsev, Kendal Davics and Charles Bound.
"An lnspcctor Calls" by |.8. Priestley"
"Another Opening" by Benny Goodman.

"Hostilc Witness" by lack Roffev.
"Cabarct" by Fred Ebb and John Kander.
"A Funny l.hing Happencd on thc way to thc ['orum" bv Stephcin Sondhcim, Larry Gclbart
and Burt Shevelovc.

A "Trio" Season of productions including:
"The Man in thc Glass Booth" by Robert Shaw.
"The Fantasticks" by Tom lones and Harvey Schmidt.
"The Desperatc Hours" by foseph Hayes.

"The Mcrry Widow" by [:ranz Lehar.
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DIMMER SWITCHES, RADIO COMPONENTS
ELECTRICAL ACCESSORIES, BURGESS MICRO.
SV1/ITCHES, ANTEX SOLDERING I RONS.

KE].{YA ELECTRONICS LIMITED

P.O, Box 42341 Government Road,

NArRoBr Phone: 1:l2l

Si-NCP AhJD SAVE

AT

Se6xms ffis#re Ltd.
(SELF SEHVICE STORE)

KIJABE STHETT

NAIROBI

AMFLE PARKING

WONDER FUL CHRISTMAS SELECTION

P.0. Box 11935 Phone: 27277
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

'Ihe Headmaster,
St. George's Primary School.
The Headrflistress,

Jacaranda School 
"

KL.M. Royal Dutch Airlines
Flowers of Kenya
Simba Security
Cadbury Schweppes (K) Ltd.
House of Mani Ltd.
Eades Ltd,
Lens Ltd.
Mr. Allan Bobbe,
Brooke Bond Liebig (K) Ltd. . . .

Turkoman Carpet Emporium . . .

Chief Librarian, MacMillan Library
Galleries Ghalia, Mombae a. ,. . , .

Mrs. Bahari of Decor
Umadevi Hasslauer

Grosvenor Hotel. .

B.A.T. Kenya Ltil" , . .

Mrs, Milverton, -fapanese EmbassY

Mrs, Marie Latharn
Mr. Hugh Morton
Mr, Eric Jessop .

Our Advertisers...,..

AND APPRECIATTONS

For rehearsai facilities

For rehearsal facilities
For air transport for the Director
For furniture
For security
For soft drinks for the King's children
For biscuits for the King's children
For the King's & Anna's footwear
For the King's spectacles & Sir Edward's Motlacle

For purchase ol material for Anna's ballgown
For tea chests
For oriental rug
For Chinese screen

For brass bed

For armchair and cover for chaise

For finger cymbals
For gold vases

For the King's cigars

For Japanese fans

For chaise bed

For the whip
For loan of the globe

For their support

th" N"irobi City Players wish to acknowledge all those persons and organisations who wiliingly gave their assistance in many ways after

this Programme went to press. The "Players" are most grateful for their co-operation.

EXPLORE OUR SHOPS FOR CHRISTMAS CARDS,

GIFT ARTICLES AND ALL YOUR STATIONERY REOUIREMENTS

AIGIDE STtIr0lltRS
Of 

'Baring 
Arcade

Tel: 27175

CARll GE]ITRE
Of Kaunda Street
Tel: 20606
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