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Homes and buildings need
protection - f rom the sun,
rain, wind, dust and dirt -

the kind of protectron that
only Robbialac Paints can give.

Protect your investment
with tough, easy-to-use,
Robbialac Paints.

Robbialac Paints
for decoration and Protection

FREE
Colour and Technical
Advisory Service
Call Nairobi 559722
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Nairobi n() Crry ?nyers
Present

AT.INABEL IVL{ULE

in

CROWN

IffilRTMONIAL

by ROYCE RYTON

Directed by

ANNABEL MAULE

SET DESIGN BY BENNY GOODMAN

DECOR BY LEONARD MOORE LIII,IITED

COSTUMES BY MARY EPSOM

at

THE KETYYA NATIONAL THEATRE

1st to 11th October 1980
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THREE Sonearandyetsorar. H
GREAT fii"?X"';'#ffiii11i1":',,J1i". ry&t

WEEKENDS lllr-##iltoNairobi'butinawortd total"

Lake Baringo Club

Situated on the shores of one of the Rift
ValloJs most exciting lakes. Baringo is

trcoming increasingh' lamous for its

multitudc ol' birds which our Resident
Ornithologist will be pleased to identifl'.
From the club. trips can be arranged to
nearbv l.ake Bogoria. home of a 'sea' of
l)amingos and huhhling hot springs.

The Outspan Hotel

An ideal weekend spot. suitable for the
entire famih. Tlle Outspan has numerous
sports facilitres [or the energetic -

including squash. tennis. golf and
swimming. not to mention excellent trout
fishing. From the hotel you carr visit the
nearby Aberdares National Park, home
of the elusive leopard and many other
wildlife species.

LAKE DAPINCO CIUD . OUT6PANHOTII.[AKT NAIVAS}IA }IOTIT .OUTSPAN}IOTTI

Lake Naivasha Hotel

Only an hour's drive from Nairobi where

t'ou can enjoy quiet relaxing weekends
watching the world of birds go by. or a

Ieisurell' boat ride on the lake. Trips from
the hotel can be arranged to the Crescent
lsland Sanctuary. where you can walk
freely amongst the game.

Buns0n
for

WE DON'T
SELL SERVICE . .

WE GIVE IT.

P.O, Box 45/56 NAIROBI, Telephone:21992, Telex: 22071



THE DIRECTOR
AI\NABEL MAULE

Annabel Maule made her professional debut on the 20th
September, i934, just twelve days after her twelfth
birthday, in Moliere's "Love is the Best Doctor" at the
Winter Carden Theatre, London. By this time she had
eight years schooling behind her both in Paris and
London and was completely bi-lingual. On this occasion,
however, her fluency in English and French was not put to
the test she was engaged as a dancer. The
choreographer was a young man called Frederick
Ashton.

From that moment she had quite literally taken her first
steps on the boards; she has continued to tread them ever
since. She even managed the usual difficult transiton
from child actress to juvenile lead with less trouble than
most, and when she was fifteen she was cast in the plum
part of Sheila, a stage-struck schoolgirl in John van
Druten's backstage drama, "Certie Maude", which
opened at the St. Martin's Theatre in August, 1937. The
stalls were packed with celebrities such as John Cielgud,
Noel Coward, Marie Tempest, Ivor Novello, Ruth
Chatterton and many famous society people. The critics
were there in strength too. All praised the play and made

particular ilention of the youncl actress .{.nnabel Alaule. whom they acclaimed as a ' star".

Further inrportant leads follou,ed tiris eari'i success. She was well-established by the time the war came but she

abandoned her stage career almost immediatei;r in order to join the W.R.N.S. in 1939. She enjoyed this service and

was awarded a commission, and for the next six years her duties did not ieave much time to fret about her theatre

career breing in cold storage. Her first pia'y after the war was "As Cood as a Feast" at the Cateway in June, 1946. This

was followed by a tour of "Friecia" in which she played the title role. In 1947 she played Judy van Haan in "Dark

Surnmer" at the St. Martin's. Thereafler she was in constant demand and was always in work. One of her biggest

successes came in May, 1 950, when she ianderi tfrer female lead in His Excellency" atthe Prince's Theatre. "H.E." was

played by Eric Portrnan and the play ran l'or weil rlver a year with Donald Wolfit taking over from Portman during the

final months of the long run.

By this time her parents, Donovan and &lc,llie Maule, had established themselves securely at the Studio Theatre in

Covernment Road and they invited Annabel to come out to Nairobi to star in John van Druten's "Bell, Book and

Candle". It r,vas Annabel's first visit tr: Kenlra and it proved to be a memorable one, Iasting just over three months.

Then back to London and more West F.rid plays including Anor-rilh's "Restless Heart" starring Mai Zetterling at the St.

James's Theatre. This was not the first Anouilh play Annabel had played in;the other was "Fading Mansions" starring

Siohban McKenna at the Duchess Th*atre.

Apart from the theatre Annabel has ,rn irnpressive list of credits on radio and on the television screen. She was a

member of the famous B.B.C. Repertory Company for two years starring in many of their productions, including
plalng Beclcy Sharp in a radio adaptation of 'Vanity Fair".

In 1962 she returned to Kenya as tire [,r.M s ieading lady. For the next two-and-a-half years she played twenty-five
leadinq roles, including Lady Teazie in -i'rre School for Scandal", Portia in "The Merchant of Venice", Lulu in "Look

after Lulu" arrd Maggie Hobson in "Hobson s Chciice". During this period she also gained a greatdeal of experience of
theatre conditions which stood her irr good stead when she returned in 1968 to prepare to take over from her parents.

Sheassumedcontrol of theDonovanMauleTheatreon 1stJanuary, 1971,andranitwithgreatsuccessuntil the

change to nerv management in July 1979. During her period as Artistic Director and later Managing Director of the
Donovan Maule Theatre, Annabel playeci rnany rr:les and directed many productions as well as shouldering all other
burdens of running a commercial theatre" One of these roles was that of Queen Mary in "Crown Matrimonial" which
we are very happy to see her repeating ir; r:ur production tonight.

Annabel Maule was awarded the itRF- in the Birlhday Honours in 1975.

(Reprinted by kind perrnission of Kenneth Mason frlr'n the Souvenir Programme to commemorate the 30th Anniversary of the Donovan Maule

Theatre 1948'1978),
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Leonard Moore Ltd. . . . . . . for loan of furniture t, furnishings
Salons 680 E 681 for hairdressing
Greengates Kindergarten E Holiday School . . . for rehearsal facilities
Theatre Arts '80 Ltd. . . . . . for loan of Q,ueen Mary's costumes
Esquire Ltd. . . for loan of Mr. Massie-Blomfield's morning suit
TheThriftShop. . ".forassistance
Mrs. Janis Benson for generously standing in as Queen Mary to assist Miss Maule when directing
Mrs. Joan Shepherd for loan of Queen Marys umbrella
H.E. Mr. J.R. Williams, British High Commissioner . . . . for assistance and loan of the Royal Crest
Mr. Cillis Turle of The Antique Callery . . . . for loan of antique silver, glass and furnishings
TheStandard.... .....for printing contemporarynewspapers
Miss Sheherazad Moddie of Beauty Spot. . . . . . .for assistance with make-up
Mrs. Poxon . .for assistance with make-up
Mr. Mohammed (the'A' promoter ltd.) . . . ... . for assistance with the programme
OurAdvertisers... .....fortheirsupport
Aisthorpe Timber Engineers . .. . . for supply of joinery
Robbialac Paints . for paint
B.A.T. Kenya Ltd.. . . for cigarettes

The Nairobi City Players wish to acknowledge allthose persons who willinglygave their assistance in manyways after
this programme went to press. "The Players" are most grateful for their co-operation.

"Yo,rr obdient *rvant"

THOMAS WHITE BATTERIES LTD.

P.O. Box 42707, Kampala Rd., Nairobi,

Tel. 558651

Manufacturers of Batteries

for Motor Can, Lorries, Buses, TractorE, etc.
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CHAII{CTERS IN THE STORY

MABELL, COUNTESS OF AIRLIE Lady in Waiting to the Q,ueen.

Aged 69, mother of Edward MII and Ceorge Vl.

Lady in Waiting to the Queen

SUEEN MARY

THE HON. MARGARET WYNDHAIV1

PACE

KINC EDWARD VIII (David) Aged 42,later Duke of Windsor

Aged 39, sister of Edward VIII

Aged 34, sister"in"law of Edward Mlt

Aged about 40, legal adviser and friend of Edward MII,
later Sir Walter Moncldon

Aged 41, younger brother and heir to Edward MII,

later Ceorge VL

Aged 36, sister-in-law to Edward VIII

PRINCESS ROYAL (Mary)

DUCHESS OF CLOUCESTER (Alice)-
MR. MONCKTON, K.C.

DUKE OF YORK (Bertie)

DUCHESS OF YORK (Elizabeth)

FOOTMAN

The action takes place in the late summer, autumn and winter of 1936, except for the last scene which takes place in

the autumn of 1945.

The setting is Queen Mary's private sitting-room on the first floor of Marlborough House, London.



Mabell, Countess of Airlie
Queen Mary
The Hon. Margaret lfindham
Queen's Page (John)
King Edward MII (David)
The Princess Royal (Mary)
The Duchess of Gloucester (Alice)
Walter Monckton, KC.
The Duchess of York (Elizabeth)
The Duke of York (Bertie)
Footman

CROW]

DIRECTE: -' ", 'l-' -,I ,:-

CAST IN OR:tr :F &E'Iry

SYNOPS: ]l,; },5

.l- - :
Scene One: Se::=-:'- :, :

Scene Two: \ ]"?- ir'' :'::'

Scene Three: -it?- t-:: i,::-

:l-- 
_
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OPHTHALMC OI

P. O. BOX 49608, NAIROBI.

Cables: "ADCOM" NAIROBI.

and
COMACT - LENS C(

THE ENTIRE PERIOD

FURNISHINC OF THE

SET HAS BEEN PROVIDED

BY

LEONARD MOORE LTD.

Uhuru Highway. P.O. Box 45786,

Telephone: Nairobi 558021

CONNEB HOUSE KIMATEI S
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AI.IN PALMER
AI\NABEL MAOLE
STEPHANIE CURTIS
DAVID WILSON
DUNCAI'I BAIGR
EUZABETH PENIJY
CHRISTINE DAVIS
WALTER HINDS
RITA BAKER
TOI{Y MASSIE.BLOMFIELD
HOGH COWIE

THE PERIOD HAIRSTYUNC

FOR ALL MEMBERS OF THE

CAST HAS BEEN CARRIED OUT

by the ARTISTIC TEAMS OF

SALON 680,680 HOTEL

and

SALON 681, HOTEL PAI'{AFRIC

PHONE 23556 NAIROBI.

t

I

I

'YIIOPS]S 
C: SCENES

* s*r,.j-.1 .l:0. tate morning.
l*,: \:'.t-:€: early evening.
lli= ,i:- ---: same evening.

: l- -,,, C
E-a":, le::-:e: 1936, late moming.
l*c a, :e* ::.s ater, late evening,
,; i:e: := :,:...^e week, early evening.
Fc,,.-:: r.-:--' '.945, afternoon.
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THE PRODUCTION TEAM

Stage Manager

Production Secretary

Assistant Stage Manager

Set Design

Constrrrction Manager

Stage Crew and Set Construction

Lighting Design

Lighting Operation

Sound Recordings

Costume Designer

Costume Team

Dres.'sers

Tailor
Front of House Managers

Properties

Assisted by

Publicity

Programme

Advertising

Programme Printer

Poster Design

Poster Screen

Photographs

Jeff Arnold

Paula Herr

Peter Davies

Benny Coodman
lvor Maynard

Barbara Maymard. Carol ..lohnson,

Brenda and Clen Goodman,
Lcma Constantine, Declan English,

Ian Crawley, David Wilson,

Henry Aluda, Aiison Stonewigg

Benny Coodman

Jason Mwai E Christopher Rutherford
Tony Bishop

Mary Epsom

Mary Epsom, Barbara Maynard and Shirley Bishop

Barbara Maynard and Joan Creene

Mr. P.D. Bhadresa

Joan and Peter Pearce

Victry Udall

Marilyn Kuschel, Rosemary Robbins,

Margaret Aisthorpe, Hilary A4itchell,

Paula Herr, Maqorie Arnold t, Christine Rutherford

Bryan Epsom
Marianne Herne

Joe Muriithi

the A' promoter ltd.

Winnie Ribiero of Taylor Adforce E.A. Ltd.

Vogue Screen Print

Mahindra Patel of Foto Unique

The Nairobi City Players also wish to thank ali those who have assisted in any way after this programme went to press.
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Tony Mossie-Blomfield os
"The Duke of York".

Christine Dovis os
"The Duchess of Gloucesfer'

Elizobeth Penny os
"The Princess Royol".

THE NAIROBI CITY PLAYERS

ln September 1956 an "acting group" was formed to be known as the NairobiCity Players, and in its Constitution were

set down the following aims and objects:-
(u) Regularly to present theatrical productions of a good dramatic and artistic standard by utilising and co-ordinating

the best available talent, producers, set designers and technical stage assistants.
(b) Towards the fulfilment of (a) above, to be unstinting in the cost of production, subject to the limit set by the

Standing Committee.
(c) To take att necessary steps to encourage the drama and to improve the facilities available for theatrical productions.

The City Players have adhered rigidly to these aims from their formation and since that time have presented a total
of 91 productions including 33 full-scale musicals, mostlv at the Kenya National Theatre'

The Nairobi City Players under the esteemed patronage of the Hon. Charles Nlonio, EGH, MP, are controlled by a

Standing Committee as follows:-
Bryan Epsom (Chairman)

Brenda Goodman (Secretary)
Ken Latham
Rurik Ronsky
Peter Pearce

Gordon Purcell (Treasurer)
Benny Coodman (Lxecutrve Member)
lvor May.,nard

Ken Turner
Marranne Herne

Jett Arnold
Frank Edrards
Joe Muriithi
Carol Johnson

Rifo Boker os "The Duchess of York

ln addition to the Committee there is an Associate Membership limitcJ to 75 menrbers

Duncon Doker os "King Edword Vlll".



Wolter Hinds os
"Mr. Volter Monckton, K.C."

Dovid Wilson os
"John - The Queen's Poge"

Stephonie Curtis os
"The Hon. Morgoret Vyndhom".

Ann Polmer os
"The Countess of Airlie"

Hugh Cowie os "The Footmon

THE KENYA NATIONAL THEATRE

Manager. ....LEOPARDO
BoxOffice .....HENRYALUDAH
MasterCarpenter. . HUMPHREY NJOROGE
Electrician JASON MWAI

NOTE:

Photography and recording are not permitted during the performance.
Smoking in the,Auditorium is prohibited. Refreshments and drinks may not be brought into the Auditorium.

Orders for drinks during the lnterval can be placed in advance at the Theatre Bar.



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

On January 20th, 1 936, King Ceorge V died at Sandringham. He was succeeded by perhaps the most popular Prince

of Wales in history, who took the throne as King Edward VIII.

Six years earlier he met Mr. and Mrs. Emest Simpson. In due course he formed a close attachmentwith Mrs. Wallis

Simpson, a romance which was regarded as the love story of the twentieth century. In 1936 hewas the King of
England, but not yet crowned. She was an American, twice divorced. He was deeply in love with her; wanted to marry

hei - and retain his throne. Right until the last moment he believed that his enormous popularity with the British

pecple would allow him to do so. He wished her by his side as Queen of England. But it was not to be.

Neither the Royal Family nor the British Covernment would accept such an imposition; after all, he was Head of the

Church as well, and the lady was twice divorced. Inevitably the Establishment prevailed, very much so, and the "man

bom to be King", Edward VIII, had to renounce his throne in a most moving Abdication Speech which is remembered

to this day by many people throughout the world.

Edward VIII was 41 when he became King. His reign lasted 325 days. Although elaborate preparations were made for

his Coronation, he was never crowned.

Shortly after his Abdication in 1937, Edward, now Duke of Windsor, married Mrs. Simpson in France, without any of
the British Royal Family present. He was to spend most of the restof his life in exile untilhisdeath in1972. Probablyhe

could have come home, after a discreet period, but his wife, the former Wallis Simpson, was refused royal status and

he made his permanent return conditional on her receiving such recognition. She was never to receive it. He never

forgave his family this slight to his wife'

In 1938, with war clouds gathering, the Duke made a broadcast for peace to America, but in Britain it was banned by

the B.B.C. He also sentatelegramto Hitlerappealing forpeace.Afterthe startof WorldWarllhe retumed to Englandto
offer his services and expected to be given an "appropriate job". Once holding the rankof FieldMarshall, however, he

was assigned with the lower rankof Major-Ceneral tothe BritishMilitaryMission in France.AfterDunkirk,theWindsors

were urged to leave France via Spain. Winston Churchill, the Prime Minister, wanted to send flying boats to Portugal to

bring them home, but the Duke refused unless his wife became Her Royal Highness, which title had been denied her.

At this time the German Government attempted to induce the Duke to aid them if England withdrew from the war,

which Hitler believed quite likely. The bait was the British throne with Wallis by his side as Queen. An incredible plot!

The Duke's loyalty was in no doubt and the scheming came to naught. He took up the appointment offered him as

Governor of the Bahamas and with his wife by his side, served in that capacity until 1945.

His slavish love for the woman who had cost him his throne did not diminish, nor did his sense of grievance. "lplayed

fair in 1936", he said, "but I was bloody shabbily treated".



PAST PRODUCTIONS

BY NAIROBICTTY PLAYERS

1956 "The Love of Four Colonels" by Peter Ustinov.

1957 ,,The Man who came to Dinner" by Moss Hart and George s. Kaufman.

"Ring Round The Moon" by Jean Anouilh.
"Payment Deferred" by Jeffrey Dell.

1958 "Romanoff and Juliet" by Peter Ustinov.
,,Two Gentlemen of soho,,by A.P. Herbert. (winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1958)

"Carrington V.C." by Dorothy and Campbell Christie.
"Will Any Gentleman" by Vernon Sylvaine.

1959 "Rope" by Patrick Hamilton.
"You Can't Take lt With You" by Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman.
'The Paragon" by Roland and Michael Pertwee'

'1960 'The Diary of Anne Frank" by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett.

"Six Characters ln Search of An Author" by Pirandello'

"A Farrago" ComPrising

fhe Proposal" by Chekhov.
"Uneasy Lies the Head '.." from Shakespeare'

"Red Peppers" bY Noel Coward.

1961 'The King and l" by Rodgers and Hammerstein.

'The Caine Mutiny Court Martial" by Herman Wouk'
'The House by the Lake" by Hugh Mills.
"The Bespoke Overcoat" by Wolf Mankowitz. (Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 'l96'l)

'The Hole" by N.F. Simpson. (Drama Festival Entry, 1961)

'1962 "Caesar and Cleopatra" by George Bernard Shaw.
'The Long and the Short and the Tall" by Willis Hall.
"Men Without Shadows" by Jean Paul Sartre. (Placed Third Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1962)

"No Fixed Abode" by Clive Exton. (Drama Festival Entry,1962)

1963 "See How They Run" by Philip King.
"Annie Get Your Gun" by lrving Berlin, Herbert and Dorothy Fields.

"lrma La Douce" by Marguerite Monnot and Alexandre Breffort.
Excerpts from "St. Joan" by George Bernard Shaw.

(Placed Second Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1963)

"The Resounding Tinkle" by N.F. Simpson. (Drama Festival Entry, 1963)

1964 "South Pacific" by Rodgers and Hammerstein.

"Ross" by Terence Rattigan.
'The Valiant" by Holworthy Hall and Robert Middlemass. (Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1964)

'The Scar" by Rebecca Nfau.
(Placed Third Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1964 and also Best Original Play)

"Oklahoma!" by Rodgers and Hammerstein.

1965 'The Country Wife" by William Wycherley.
'The Duchess of Malfil'by John Webster.' (Placed Joint Third Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1965)

'The Wizard of Oz" by Frank Baum, Harold Arlen and E.Y. Harburg.

1956 "A View From The Bridge" by Arthur Miller.
'The Man Who Came to Dinner" (revival) by Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman.

1967 'Twelve Angry Men" by Reginald Rose.

A Double Bill,of-
Lunch Hour" by John Mortimer.

"One Way Pendulum" by N.F. Simpson.

'The Sound of Music" by Rodgers and Hammerstein.

1968 "A Streetcar Named Desire" by Tennessee Williams.

"Guys and Dolls" by Frank Loesser, Jo Swerling and Abe Burrows.
"My Fair Lady" by Alan Jay Lerner and Frederick Loewe.
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Past Productions continued

'1969 'The Affair" bY Ronald Millar.
"How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying" by Frank Loesser and Abe Burrows.

"After the Fall" by Arthur Miller.
"Kiss Me Kate" by Cole Porter and Bella & Sam Spewack.

1970 'The Magistrate" by Sir Arthur Wing Pinero.

A Double u"':/* 
Doc.k.Brief" by.John Mortimer.

Ihe Real lnspector Hound"by Tom Stoppard.

'The Lion and the.l ewel " by Wole Soyinka.
(ln association with the National Theatre Company of Kenya)

'The Pyiama Game" by Richard Adler, .lerry Ross, George Abbot and Richard Bissell.

197-l "Hadrian V ll " bY Peter Lu ke.

"Fiddler on the Roof" by Joseph Stein, Jerry Boch and Sheldon Harnick-
"Kismet" by Robert Wright, George Forrest, Charles Lederer and Luther Davies.

1972 "Under l\4ilk Wood " by Dylan Thomas.
"Salad Days"by julian Slade and Dorothy Reynolds.

"Saint Joan" by George Bernard Shaw.

"Hello, Dollyl" by Michael Stewart and.l erry Herman.

'1973 "Conduct Unbecoming" by Barry England.

"Man of La Mancha" by Dale Wasserman, Mitch Leigh and Joe Darion.
"A Voyage Round My Father" by John Mortimer.

1974 "Minstrels 1914" by Benny Goodman.
"Everything in the Garden" by Giles Cooper.
"Godspell" by John Michae[Tebelak and Stephen Schwartz.
"The Rainmaker" by N. Richard Nash.

"Oliver" by Lionel Bart.

1975 "Minstrels 197 5" by Benny Goodman.
"The Masters" by Ronaid Millar (based on book by C.P. Snow).
"Genesis" by David Kelsey, Kendal Davies and Charles Bound.

" An lnspector Calls" bv i .B. Priestley.
"Another Opening" by Benny Goodman.

1976 "Hostile Witness" by Jack Roffey.
"Cabaret" by Fred Ebb and John Kander.
"A Funny Thing Happened on the way to the Forum" by Stephein Sondheim, Larry Gelbart,

and Burth Shevelove.

1e77 A "rrio" t'":il:t,fi:;1l1ffit::[1i,*" 
o, Robert shaw

# 5::;:?:,'iil:l'l?T i ;L',',,'ffi:rveY 
Sch m id'l

'The Merry Widow" bY Franz Lehar.

1978 "Ministrels 'l 978" by Benny Goodman.

"The Barber of Seville" by G. Rossini.
"Oklahoma!" by Rodgers and Hammerstein.

1979 "The Pirates of Penzance" by Gilbert and Sullivan
"Guys and Dolls" by Frank Loesser

1980 "Side by Side by Sondheim" by Stephen Sondheim
"H.M.S. Pinafore" by Gilbert and Sullivan.
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Introducing a rathqr h[tter way
to go abofutyourbuffiess.

In the tradition
ofthe British Club,

BritishAirways
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' separate'Club'cabin, and enjoy free
in-flight entertainment, a wide selection

of complimentary drinks, a choice of main
courses for lunch and dinneq free slipperettes
and more individual attention.

You'll also be able to leave the plane
sooner than most passengers.

For details ofthis superior service,
contact yourTiavel Agent or
British Airways.

presents'Club' service
from October 28th, on

our daily 7 47 s tolondon.
British Airways Club is

reserved exclusivelv for those
j( who have paid the full economy

fare, and offers a number of
rather distinctive privileges.

At Jomo Kenyatta International
airportyou'll find a separate

check-in desk for Club passengers.
On board,you'll travel in a

British
arways
\\'c'll takc morc carc
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