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SII4BA SECURI?Y UMTTED
CHEPKERIO ROAD
OFF LUSAKA ROAD
INDUSTRIAL AREA, NAIROBI

P.O. Box 14631
NAIROBI, KENYA

TELEPHONE 55823:
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FOR SECURITY COVER ON II{DUSTRIAL,
COMMERCIAT AI\ID PRIVATE PREMISES.

WE PROVIDE SECURITY GUARDS

OUR C()MPANY IS (,ON(-EI{NEI) WITH PROVIDIN(; (;L]ARDS (WITH A I-ITTLF,
CASH CARRYING F()R |HOSE (,I-IENTS WH() HAVE THE NEEI)).

WE ARE N()T INVES]'I(IATORS. AI-ARM INSTALLERS. DoC HANDLERS. PARCEI-
TRANSPORTERS. i)EI]T (.()I-LECT()11S. PROCESS SERVERS ET AL,

WE CAN. HOWEVER. ALS() ()FFER At)VICE ()N SECURITY MATTERS BASED ON
PERSONAI- PRA(.TICAL. EXPERIENCE. THIS EXPERIENCE IN THE SECURITY
GUARDS FIELD IS UNSURPASSEI) IN NAIROBI. COVERING. AS IT DOES. THE
PAST TWELVE YEARS.

WE OPERATE. BY S()ME STANI)ARI)S. A SMAI-L ORGANISATION. THIS ALLOWS
US TO KEEP THE CoNTR()L THAT WE FEEL IS SO NECESSARY.

WE DO NOT ADVERTISE VERY MUCH - PROGRAMMES OF THE NAIROBI CITY
PLAYERS, BEING THE EXCEPTION BUT RELY ON PERSONAL RECOMMEN-
DATION.S. WE FIND THIS MUCH MORE SATISFYING.

I_ THIS WAY WE CET TO ALL THE BEST PEOPLE!



ABOUT THE DIRECTOR

BENNY GOODMAN

by Bryan Epsom

Benny Goodman is affectionately accepted to bc the
"Resident Genius" of the Nairobi City Players. Another
man of the Theatre, Mr. Noel Coward, once referred to
himself as "J ack of all trades-master of most". Should one

venture this description to fit Benny he would undoubtedly
contest it adding "make it-master of all, mate". This is not
to signify arrogance in any way on his part, merely a

supreme confidence in his own ability which is generally

abundantly justified. I speak with some authority having

had the pleasure to work with Benny in the theatre for
more than thirty years.

So what has he done to deserve this reputation?

Benny has been associated with the Nairobi City Players
from their first production in November, i956, The Love
of Four Colonels for which he was Stage Director. But
before that, since his arrival in Kenya in 1950, he worked with cthe r groups in the Kenya National Theatre and in other
fields of entertainment, including a clown act with an oid "banger" of a car which exploded in all directions.

He has done almost everything in theatre and, over the past twenty !'eai s) mostl-v fr:r this group" He is a Stage Director,
Actor, Set Designer, Singer, Lighting Designer, Dancer, Flay Dirrrctor, Choreographer, Set Constructor and Scenic

Artist. So far he hasn't taken much interest in Business Managemerit or Publicity or even wanting to be the Chairman
of this Group but it is, I think, only a matter of time.

I should like to pay Benny a sincere tribute for the outstanding work he has achieved for this group and to remember
with pleasure some of the highlights:- as an actor: The Cowardly Lion (Maridadi Simba) in The Wizord of Oz, Arthur
Groomkirby inOne lloy Pendulum,Nicely-NicelyJohnson inGuysanCDolls, FirrtGangsterinKiss MeKate,adouble
of Twimble and Womper in How to Succeed in Business l,lithrsut Reolly Tr.5,ing, Sancho Panza in Monof Lo Mancho,
Fagin in Oliver and the Girl 's Father in The Fontqsticks.

Amongst memorable productions directed by Benny were Krss Me Kcte, The Real !nspector Hound, Another Opening,

The Fantasticks, A Funny Thing Happened an the Way to the Forum, Mi?Isrre/s and Ptrates al Penzance 74, 75,'78,'79.

He has also done outstanding work as a Set and Lighting Designer and Operator for many of our productions and those
of other groups. He was set designer for the eleven sets of My Fair Lady. Recentl,,, he has tended to concentrate on
lighting and was Lighting Desrgner for Godspell, Genesis, Cabaret, T he Me rry Vl tdaw. T he King and t, O klahoma, Guys and
Dolls and S rde by Stde by Sondehrm!. He was Resident Stage l"4anager cf the Ken'.la Drama Festival and the Kenya Schools
Drama Festival for a constderable periocl.

He has served on theCommittee of the Nairobi City Piayers for rnany years.

On his arrival in Kenya in i 950, Benny worked with the E.A. Posts ani Telecornrnunications. Ten years ago he took up
another career, that of Computor Consultant, which is particularly appropriat€ to his talents, and is now adirector of
Oata Centre Ltd., Kenyatta Avenue. His wife, Brenda, is the hardworking Seeretary to the group, and his two children,
Gail and Glen, also take a keen interest in Theatre.
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THE STORY

Act 1

On tlre quarterdeck of H.rvIS. Pinafore, the sailors are polishing, splicing the rcpes, and so forth and introduce

*remsefues in song. A large woman appears, formally known as Mrs. Cripps, but the sailors know her as 'l-ittle

B..,tt"r*p', vendor-of peppermint drops, snuff, tobacco and plenty of other things. Able seaman Dick Deadeye

enters. He is ugly, deformed and vlllainous. He admits that with a name like that, how could he be anything else' RalpLt

Rackstaw, a smart young searnan, arrives and is introduced bythe boatswain. The name gives a strange uneasiness

to Uttle Buttercup, who ,riutto away very przzled. Ralph (incidentally pronounced Rafe) is sad for he is in love with his

Cuptuint daughier, who is social\, far atove him and apparently beyond his reach. Captain Corcoran appears and

fre crewcomf,limenthim. He isveryproudof hissuperiority, especiallythefactthatheneverswears.'Little Buttercup

Luppu*r and the Captain showi i certain attraction to her. He confides in her that he is very wonied abcurt l^ris

aaug'hter Josephine wiro does not wish to accept an offer of maniage from Sir Joseph forter, First Lord of the

rrarli.urtv. He L comforted by the sympathy of Uttle Buttercup, but she retires on seeing Josephine approaching.

Josephine confesses to her faiher thit she loves one of his sailors, but of course, since the social gulf between them is

so wide, he must nqrer know.

The singing of admiring female relatives travelling with Sir Joseph Portgr, K.C.B. in his approaching barge, is heard.

The crew listen with interest and amazement, as they have been at sea for many a year and not set eyes on a fernale

during this time. The sailors hail the barge and its precious load. The ladies step gaily aboard HI'I.S' Pinafore,

cheerid aboard by Captain and Crew. Sir Joseph introduces himself and his relatives including Cousin Hebe' Sir

Joseph goes into details of his rise to his present oxalted naval status. During his tour of inspection, SirJoreph

presents-a musical composition to Ralph and insists on the captain adding 'if you please' to his orders. Ralph who has
'been 

emboldened bySirJoseph's insistence on a certain measure of democratic equality, is determined todeclare

[ir-tor" for.lo*pninl. rut leave Ralph with his thoughts andJosephine arrives and, in a ridiculous]y lofty language, he

says he loves her. She professes to scom him, though to herself she admits she retums his love. She then retums !o

her cabin. Ralph eplains his plight to.the ladies and the sallors. All are sympathetic o<cept Dick Deadeye. Ralph is

about to shoot himself in misery when Josephine anives in the nick of time to tell him she loves him too. All rejoiee

- except Dick Deadeye wtro wlms them against their lovers' plan to go ashore that very night to get married.

Act Il

Captain Corcoran ponders over the worrying situation. He is surprised to find that Uttle Buttercup has been listening

to him. He thinks that were he not her social superior, he might even retum her obvious affection for him. She wams

him that a surprise is on the way for him, and is very mysterious about it.

Sir Joseph enters to tell Captain Corcoran that Josephine has refused to marry him. Captain Corcoran tries to

console irim bysuggesting thatperhaps she is abashed byhersuitor's exalted ranh andthatshe should be reassured

that love overcomes rank Cap-tain Corcoran then leaves and Josephine approaches. She weighs up the balance

between love and poverly, or her present comfortable state. Then SirJoseph steps up to her and formally advises her

that love overcomes .--h brt he little }arows to what decision the reassurance inclines her. Captain Corcoran still

unaware of the situation, feels that soon he will be the father-in{aw of a Cabinet Minister. Then Deadeye Dick

disillusions him by telling him of Josephine and Ralph's intention to go ashore to get married. The captain, in his fuiy,

grasps a cat-o'ninetails, and is determined to act quickly. The crew are trying to smuggle the lovers ashore, when the

Lptain confronts them. Ralph discloses his love forJosephine to SirJoseph - who surprises him by ordering hlrn

to the dungmn at once. Uttie Buttercup comes to the rescue and tells of how when she was young and was alaby'
minder, rn1 frua Raph and Captain Corcoran in her care - and she mixed them up. Therefore, of course, Ralph

shoutd be Captain and Corcoran was a comrnon sailor. Josephine is then happily united with Ralph, and Corcoran

with Uttle Buitercup. Sir Joseph not to be left out seeks solace with the ryer-admiring Cousin Hebe and all rejoice.
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ADOPT

IMPROVE

NAIROBI ROUND TABLE NO.21 MESSAGE

On behalf of City of Nairobi Round Table No. 21 I would like to thankyou all for supporting this Charity Premiere in

aid of tl're Kenya Society for the Blind.

We in Round Table are indeed indebted to many people and organisations for ensuring the success of an arening

such as Sris. To the National Theabe, the City Players, thosewho donated gifts, raffle prizes, refreshments etc. andto

trose who have given of their time to assist in many wals we o<tend our thanks.

We hope you all have an enjoyable eraening.

MILES BURTON
CHAIRIVIAN

THE KETYYA SOCIETY FOR THE BUND

The Kenya Society frcr the Blind was founded as a branch of the British Empire Society for the Blind in the early

1 950s. In 1956 it was established as an autonomous body under a Kenya Govemment Ordinance with the objects of
promoting education, training, rehabilitation and welfare of blind people and actively supporting the treatrnent of
blindness and the restoration of sight

The Society is affiliated to the RoyalCommonwealth Society for the Blind and receives grants and educational

equipment from it Grants are also received from other generous overceas donors, partio.rlarlyOperation Eyeltqht

Ctniversat of Calgary, Canada. The Society rvorks closely with the Intemational Eye Foundation of America and the

.two organizations operate fifteen Mobile Eye Units which deliver therapeutic care annually to approximately a quarter

of a million people suffering from rye disorders throughout the country.

The Mobile Eye Units, whictr are in the charge of Clinical Officers (Opthalmic), are part of the Kenya Opthalmic
hogramme. This is a joint operation between the Ministry of Health, the Society , the lntemational Eye Foundation,

and overseas donors.

Ttre Society, like most charitabh organisations, has no regular cash income and depends very much on

erbscriptions from members (the mernbership fee is Shs. 40/- a year), donations from local business concems and

anenings such as this wtrich are designed to give pleasure to you and help to this Society.

Kenya Society for the Blind
Sadler House,
P.O. Box mfi,
MIROBI.
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MUSICAL NUMBERS

We Sailthe Ocean Blue
Sweet Uttle ButtercuP
Ah, WellA'Day!
A /vlaiden Fair to See

I am Captain of the Pinafore
When Love is Alive and HoPe is Dead

Over the Bright Blue Sea

Gaily Tripping, LightlY SkiPPing

I am the Monarch of the Sea

Now I am the Ruler of the Q-reen's Navee

A British Tar is a Soaring Soul

Refrain Audacious Tar
Aye, Aye, My Boy
Oh Joy, Oh Rapture Unforeseen

He Thinks He's Won His JosePhine
This Very Night
Let's Cive Three Cheers for the Sailor's Bridge
For A British Tar

Fair Moon, to Thee I Sing
Things are Seldeon What TheY See.m

What Am I CMng UP and Whither Going

Never Mind the Why and Wherefore
The Merry Maiden and the Tar
It Was the Cat!

Pretty Daughter of Mine
He ls An Englishman

FarewellMy Own

A A4any Years Ago
Oh Joy, Oh Rapture Unforeseen
For He Loves Uttle ButtercuP

ACT ONE

Ivlale Chorus
Buttercr.rp (Mrs. Cripps)
Ralph an Male Chorus
Ralph and Male Chorus
Captain Corcoran and Male Chorus
Josephine
Ladies Chorus
Ladies Chorus
Sir Joseph, Cousin Hebe and Chorus
Sir Joseph and Full Chorus
Ralph, Boatswain, Carpenter's lvlate and Male

Chorus
Josephine and Ratph

Ralph, Dick Deadeye and Chorus
Josephine, Hebe and Ralph
Dick Deadeye
Josephine, Hebe, Ralph, Boatswain and FullChorus
The Company
Ralph and the Company

ACT TWO

Captain Corcoran
Buttercup and Captain Corcoran
Josephine
Captain Corcoran, Sir Joseph and Josephine
Dick Deadeye and Captain Corcoran
Dick Deadeye, Captain Corcoran and Male Chorus
Captain Corcoran
Captain Corcoran, Ralph, Josephine, Boatswain,
The Company
Ralph, Josephine, Sir Joseph, Boatswain, Dick
Deadeye, Hebe, Buttercup and The Company
Buttercup and The Company
Josephine, Hebe Ralph and Dick Deadeye
Buttercup and The Company



Homes and buildings need
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rain, wind, dust and dirt -
the kind of protection that
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"-- Production A4anager

Stage lrlanager
Production Secretary
Asst. Stage lr{anagers

-'Set Design and Decor
. Construction Manager

Stage Crew

Set Construction

Ughting Design
' Ughting Operation

Sound
tostume Designer

- Wardrobe Mistress

--lostume Team

.*Tailor
.- Properties
'- Front of House ,lvlanager

- tublicity
- Assisted by:
- hogramme
*Assisted by:
'"-Advertising
* Programme hinter
-?oster Design
- Poster Screen
- Poster Distribution
- Photographs

The Production Team

Tony Bishop
Gordon furcell
Frances Cattermole
Ken Tumer, Frances Catermole and Peter Strafford
Benny Goodman
lvor llaynard
Benny, Brenda, Gail and Glen Goodman, Ellen Wallis,
Hugh Cowie, Simon Uoyd, Ken Tumer, lvor l{aynard,
Tony Bishop, Gordon and Brenda furcell, Karen Wallis.

Prefabricated by
Aisthorpe Timber Engineers
Erected by$
lvor lvlaynard, Tony Bishop, John Keele, Ken Tumer,
Glen Goodman.
Benny Goodman
Jason Mwai
Ken Latham, Tony Bishop
lvlarjorie Amold
Shirley Bishop
Mary Fpsom, Camilla Hayrard, Brenda Purcell,
Ivlarie Edrvards.
Mr. P.D. Bhadressa
GillHines
Joan Robinson and Rosernary Robins
Frank Edrvards
Bryan Epsom
Joan Greene
Ivlarianne Heme
Sonoo Panthaki
the'A' homoter Ltd.
Moyra Ovens
Vogue Screen Print
Ken Tumer
Geoff Amold
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TON Y

DAV I ES
The Musical Director f or The Pirotes of Penzonce is

Tony Davies, who is well known in Nairobi music

circles as a very talented pianist and conductor.

Born in 1940 in Caterham, Surrey, Tony cann.ot

remember when he first started playing the piano

although a photograph of him, aged two, looking
baffled at the keyboard would indicate that it was

fairly early. During his school days he learned to
play the piano well and the 'cello' less well' He

then went on to four hectic years at Keble College,

Oxford, pursuing a wide range of other interests and

eventually acquiring a degree, a diploma and a

fiancde from Kenya. The latter, now his wife, Alison, was the reason for his arrival in Kenya to teach

for two years at the then Prince oiWales School (now Nairobi School). There, taught and encouraged

by Jack Lockhart (whom many theatre goers will remember as musical director of Nairobi shows

in years gone by) music again became an absorbing interest and he then studied for, and obtained

his Licentiate of the Royal Schools of Music. Tony again put his nose to the grindstone, changed

careers and after three years, qualified in accountancy, a profession he now pursues between concerts

and shows! It should be added here that he has ample encouragement to follow his bent as he has

married into a very musical family. His mother-in-law was the late Jean Gill, whose fine contralto voice

has been heard in many Nairobi musicals, and particularly Gilbert and Sullivan. Both his wife and

sister-in-law, Hilary, are singers.

Playing the piano, organ or harpischord, singing or conducting, Tony has been involved in many

musical events in Nairobi. He is particularly well known for his solo piano playing with the Nairobi
Orchestra with memorable performances of some of the major concertos, the most recent of which

was Rachmaninoff's Piano Concerto No. 2. He has also conducted in the Nairobi Orchestra on a
number of occasions and in March of this year in a concert in which the major works were Mozart's

Horn Concerto and Beethoven's 3rd Piano Concerto. On 1st and 2nd ]uly he will be conducting
another Nairobi Orchestra concert in which the main works will include Beethoven's 3rd Symphony
("The Eroica"), Prokoviev's "Lieutenant Kije Suite" and the Franck Symphonic Variations.

Tony has been Musical Director and Chorus Master for a number of Nairobi City Players'productions,
includrng Kismet, Hello Dolly, The Merry Widow, and Pirates of Penzance.

ffi
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THE GUEST ARTISTE

David Middleton as Ralph Rackstraw (able Searrnn)

DAVID A IDDLETON (Tenor) Plays 'Ralph Rackstraw', has

had considerable erperience as a soloist and has played

leading tenor roles in a number of Gilbert and Sullivan

productions including lolanttp, hincess lda' H"l4.S.

Pinafore and the Pirates of Pefzance, and of course in'The
Pirates' for the City Players in 1979. His fine voice has also

been featured in the main tenor parts in productions of Die

Fledermaus, The Merry Wdow, Bless the Bride, White

Horse Inn and The fojanra Game' presented in London's

West-end. He is 27-yearsold and is a student of The Guildhall

School of Music and Drama.

THE LEADING IADY

Sally bom and bred in Kenya, has sung in various festivals in

England and Kenya. Plays the piano, and loves music

especially classical and operatic.

Trained by - Lity Ketlewell and Eileen Poulter (England)

and Madame Opacke, Anneta Millar and Anne Malcom '

Creen (Kenya)
Has sung the parts of: Mercedes in Carmen, Esmerelda in

The Bartered Bride, Josephine in HI'l.S. Pinafore andMelisa

ln Princess lda
Aiso as Soloist in: Elijah, The Messiah and Vivaleli's Gloria

Salty has 2 children aged 5 and2, is a commercialteacher
andalso assists in her husbands business in her'spare time.'
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Sally Johansson as: Josephine (the C-aptains Daughter)



PROD(CTION fYIAI{AGER
Tony Bishop

PRODOCTION SECRETART
Frances Catermole

FIRST LORD'S SISTERS, COUSINS AIJD AUNTS
GailGoodman
Rosernary Gorringe
Joan Greene
Jackie Holt
Jane Jarman
CarolNorman
Kay Paterson
Ellen Wallis
Scilla Allen
RachelAndrews
Hielie Bakker
Jennifer Huxley
Rix Kijne
Emity Koske
VMen l"lacGregor
Alison MeMn
Grie$e Van Der Zee

THE PIANISTS
Tony Davies
MichaelJames
Rosalind Middleton

REHEARSAL PIANISTS
Tony Davies
MidraelJames

DR qIVIATIS PERS
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SIR JOSEPH PORTER

CAPTAIN CCRCORAH

RALPH RACK STRAW

DICK DEADEYE
BILL BOBSTAY
BOB BECKET
JOSEPHINE
MRS CRIPPS

COUSIN HEBE

P. O. BOX {9608, NAIROBI.

Cables: "ArrCOM" NAIROBI.
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PAUL ROBINSON
MICHAEL CRAIC

DAVID MIDDLETON
DUNCAN BAKER
DAVID JACKSON
HOWARD YATES
SALLY JOHANSSON
MAUREEN TURNER
RITA BAKER
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SAILORS AIJD MARINES
Ian Barton
Ken Latham
John Stangwaya-Dixon
John Wallis
Robert Caulovell
Hugh Cowie
NathanielDavis
Simon Lloyd
Robin Mousley
Ivlagugu Watene
David Wlson
Robere Viapan

SET DESIGN
Benny Goodman
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THE SOLOISTS

Paul Robinson as: The Rt. Hon. Sir Joseph Porter KCB

(First Lord of the AdminltY).

Paul was associated with Uasin Cishu Arts Society, in Eldoret bdore

comirgtoNairobi'Chorusworkin.TheManiageofFigaro"introducedhim
to Nairobi City Play/lers an agricuhuml role in "Oldahomal" followed' The part

of fearless Fied Forester in the lGren player's epic "Red Fire Recovery'

alrnost ended his career but he played the Modem l'1ajor ceneral in NCPs

production of "The Hmtes of Penzance" last year and regained his

equilibrium.

Michael Craig as: Captain Corcoran (Commanding HJvtS'

Pinafore).

Mike associate mernber of Nairobi cityPlayers first appearedwith NCP in the

prJucti:n of '"the Fantastkjts" in 1977 followed by a part in 'The Merry

Widr-, ( 1977) and the Barber of Ssdlle (1978)' In 1979 plryed the part of

Pirate King in Benny Goodnan's production of Pirates of Penzance'

Last plryed in Pinafore in 1958 as a 
.Soprano, one of the Sisters' Cousins

and Aunts. Mernbers of the very Potrllil 'Hootenanny' folk group'

Duncan Baker as: Dick Deadeye (able Seaman).

Durrcan concentrated more on music than drama and ha plal@ in

orchestras accompanying HIYIA Ptnafore, Mikado and Pirates of Penzance.

Taken minor roles in scfrool playi and pi4yed the "Free l"1an" in Tom

Stoppards plry entitled "Free /vlan" in a Naval Drama Festival in UK' This is

his hrst GitUert and Sullivan appearance on stage with NCP'

Manied to Rita (Hebe) uorks with the British High cornrnission, is a keen

mernber of Nairobi Music Society, thry have one little girl aged 4'

Rita Baker as: Hebe (Sir Joseph's First Cousin)'

Rita basically a straight actres ahhough has taken part in several cilbert and

fullivan productionl including "Ralph Rackstrar" as a school gid and

"Katisha'; in the "Miledo," and "Phoebe" in "Yeornan of the Cuard ' A

mernber of "Musica Ficta''' a gror.rp which toured South West England

gMng concerts of Medioral and Renaissance Chansons and l{adrigals'

F*"it puttt include "Unda" in Tom Stoppard's "Entera Free t'1an" ---
a srrull part in City Players production of "Guys and Dolls", and the Aho

soloist in The Music society's recent production of l"lozarts Requiern.

Manied to Duncan (Dick).
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THE SOLOISTS

lvlaureen Tumer as: Mrs. Cripps - Little Buttercup (A
Portsmouth Bumboat Woman ).

Maureen tells us she is an overworked houssvife, hrt a lady of manytaients.
She has ppeared regularly in NCP productiors since 1969, slowfy fut
urelyrising intheranks. She has appeared in:Joseph and HisMultimloured
Dreamcoat, Hello, Dolly, Trial By Jury, King and I, Oklahoma, Pirates and
many others. She is rnanied and has two theetremad children.

David Jackson as: Bill Bobstay (Boatswains mate).

David, a professional caterer, cunently lecturing at Kenya Polytedrnic, has
participated in amateur dramatics and operatics since leaving sdrool.
Corning from nornadic dock he has spent a large part of his life abroad
including a bq,hood in Nairobi. He has recently arrived from Nigeria where
he sang the part of theCarpenter'slvlate in theKadunaPlayershoductionof
Finafore.

rd

rd
b.

to
n.

Howard Yates as Bob Becket (Carpenters Mate)

Howard has done a considerable arnount of singing with a ivlale voice choir in Norttr of Enghnd during 196Os, \r/itt
occasbnal Excursions into musical corndies during this period and in the 1970s, came to Nairobri in 1977 to
organise Ivlathernatics at Hillctest Secondary School and has appead in Messiah (1977) and Carrnen (1978)
with Nairobi Music Socie{, Merry Wdow (1977) and Pirates of Penzance (1979) with Cry Phyers.
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The Background to H.M.S. Pinafore

HJttS. Pinaforc, produced in London (at the Opera-Comique Theatre) on lvlay ?5,7878,was rpre successful
than eitherof its predecessors, Trial byJury and The Sorcerer. ltwasthefirstof GilbertandSullivan'sworkstomake
a hit in the United States - at first without profit to its creators, as no mpyright larvs protected them against the many
companies wtro 'pirated' the work Gilbert and Sullivan themselves went to New York and staged the authentic
version. They had leamed their lesson: their nod operetta, The Pirates of Perzance, theyfirst staged in NewYorkthe
London opening following later.

Despite its American success, the fun in H"lt{"S. Pinaforc is very British, complete with topical allusions. In
depicting a First Lord of the Admiralty wtro has corne to his political appointrnent without any naraal er-periehce,
Gilbert rrnde a palpable hit at Disraeli's First Lord, W.H. Smith. (Gilbert denied that the hit had this personal
reference, but he could hardly have admitted it did!) In conformitywith Gilbert's principles of stage production, naval
uniforms and settings litemlly reproduced the real thing, so as to emphasize by contrast the ridiculousness of the
action.

In precisely parallel manner, Sullilan wrote poker-faced 'straight' music to comic words. The mock.patriotism of
'He is an Englishrnan' is set to wtrat might be intended as genuine patriotic music, and the solemnity of Handelian
recitative is invoked frcr the colloquilisms of Captain Corcoran and Little Buttercup: "She does not seern to tackle
kindy to if - pom, pom.

HJttS. PLrafore produced a catchword: What never? - 'Hardly, ever'! Indeed Gilbert and Sullivan alluded to it in
two later works, The Plrates of Penzance and Utopin Limfted. Another 'recapitulation' from HJt LS. Pinafore was the
later reuse of the baby-*apping motive in The Gondoliers - though it is more accurate to regard both of theseas
stemming from one of the Bab Ballads, the comic verses wtrich had marked the first success in Gilbert s literary
career.

A sixty-four bar prelude, skilfully quoting two hrnes from the operetta besides the one immediately to be sung,
leads into the opening drorus. This prelude was certainly written by Sullivan himself. The overture which precedes it,

its a separate piece is a straighforward potgouni or tunes from the operetta and was probably prt together by a
musical assistant on Sullivan's instructions.
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become household words in

several countries of the world.
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of the vocabulary in many
languages when it comes to
naming quality toiletries and
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SIR ARTHUR SEYMOUR SULLIVAI'I

Sir ,{rthur Seymour Sullivan prized his now forgotten
'serious music', and was hurt wtren Dame Ethel Srnyth told
him his masterpiece was The Mikado. Sir Wlliam Schwenck
Gilbert persisted in writing serious, non-musical plq4s, and
was particularly attached to an unsuccessfulverse tragedy
called Broken Hearts. Yet it was only wtren the two men
(totally different in temperament and never on terms
of personal intirnacy) fused their gifts that they found
immortality in the theatre. Their success began at the
Royalty Theatre, London, on A{arch 25th, 1 875, when Triarl by
Jury was produced. Ridrard D'qV Carte was alread
associated with Gilbert €, Sullivan in this production but it was not until six years later that he opened his own newly-
buih Sar,rry Theatre and so brought in the terms 'Savoy Operas'. 'Operetta' is today a beter name for deliberate
British counterpart of Offenbach's operettas, at that time popular in London as well as in Paris. The young Bemard
Sharv found fullivan 'une>pectedly churchy after Offenbach'.

"Yoatr obdient *rvant"

THOMAS WHITE BATTERIES LTD.

P.O. Box 42747, Kampala Rd., Nairobi,

Tel. 558651

Manufacturers of Batteries

for Motor Cars, Lorries, Buses, Tractors, etc.
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F trIcItrIWELL SHIPPING KENYA LTD.

MOMBASA

THINK SHIPPING

DODWELL & COMPANY (EAST AFRICA} LIMITED

NAIROBI

THINK DODWELL

P.O. BOX 30087, NATROBT

WINDSOR HOUSE, UNIVERSITY WAY
2ffi2314/5. NAIROBI
DODWELL

MAIL
OFFICE
TELEPHONE
CABLES
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The name behind those familiar
yellow boxes in Kenya is Kenfoto Ltd

TFhose famous little yellow boxes are as well known
I ,, the name Kodak all over the world.
You'll find them wherever you find cameras. They

stand for quality and service wherever you happen to
buy them.

And the name Kodak on Ektraliter'Ektramax and
Colourburst instant cameras is also a guarantee of
Kodak's worldwide standards.

There's one little difference here in Kenya.
The Kodak company in Kenya is called Kenfoto

Limited - the name is dirffeient - but all the products
and services are just the same.

Try them and see.

IbrrfotoLtd
A Kodak'Company
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THE NAIROBI CITY PLAYERS

ln September 1956 an "acting group" was formed to be known as the Nairobi City Players, and in its Constitution were

set down the following aims and obiects:-
(ii -negufarfy 

to pres-ent theatrical productions of a good d.ramatic and artistic standard by utilising and co-ordinating

thJbest available talent. producers, set designers and technical stage assistants.

(b) iowards the fulfilment bf (a) above, to be unstinting in the cost of production, subiect to the limit set by the

Standing Committee.
(c) iotake"all necessarystepstoencouragethedramaandtoimprovethefacilitiesavailablefortheatrical productions.

The City Players have adhered rigidly to these aims from their formation and since that time have presented a total

of 89 productioni including 32 full-scale musicals,. mostly at the- Kenya National Theatre.

The Nairobi City Play"ers under the esteemed patronage of the Hon. Charles Njonjo, EGH, MP, are controlled by a

Standing Committee as follows:-
Bryan Epsom (Chairman)

Brenda Goodman (SecretarY)
Ken Latham
Rurik Ronsky
Peter Pearce

Gordon Purcell (Treasurer)
Benny Coodman (Executive Member)

lvor Maynard
Ken Turner
Marianne Heme

Tony Bishop
Jeff Arnold
Frank Edvrards
Joe Muriithi
Carol Johnson

ln addition to the Committee there is an Associate Membership limited to 75 members.

T ffi #'tlW'ru HP*F H.F,L:I*F ilNTH

THE KENYA NATIONAL THEATRE

Manager. ...LEOPARDO
Box Office . HENRY ALUDAH
MasterCarpenter. ... HI-.,MPHREY NJOROGE

Electrician '...JASONMWAI

NOTE:

Photography and recording are not permitted during the performance.

Smoking in the Auditorium is prohibited. Refreshments and drinks may not be brought into the Auditiorium.
Orders for drinks during the lnterval can be placed in advance at the Theatre Bar.



PAST PRODUCTIONS

BY NAIROBI CITY PLAYERS

1956 "The Love of Four Colonels" by Peter Ustinov.

1957 "The Man Who Came to Dinner" by Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman.

"Ring Round The Moon" by Jean Anouilh.
"Payment Deferred" by Jeffrey Dell.

1958 "Romanoff and J uliet" by Peter Ustinov.
"Two Gentlemen of Soho" by A.P. Herbert. (Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1958)

"Carrington V.C." by Dorothy and Campbell Christie.
"Will Any Gentleman" by Vernon Sylvaine.

1959 "Rope" by Patrick Hamilton.
"You Can't Take lt With You " by Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman.
"The Paragon" by Roland and Michael Pertwee.

1960 'The Diary of Anne Frank" by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett.
"Six Characters ln Search of An Author" by Pirandello.
"A Farrago" Comprising

[HJ," l?il i; : #ff : ::]io m s rr a re s peare

"Red Peppers" by Noel Coward.

1961 'The King and l" by Rodgers and Hammerstein. 
r

'The Caine Mutiny Court Martial " by Herman Wouk.
'The House by the Lake" by Hugh Mills.
'"The Bespoke Overcoat" by Wolf Mankowitz. (Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festivai, 1961)
'The Hole" by N.F. Simpson. (Drama Festival Entry, 1961)

1962 "Caesar and Cleopatra" by George Bernard Shaw.
'The Long and the Short and the Tall" by Willis Hall.
"Men Without Shadows" by Jean Paul Sartre. (Placed Third Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1962)
"No Fixed Abode" by Clive Exton. (Drama Festival Entry,1962)

1963 "See How They Run" by Philip King.
"Annie Get Your Gun" by lrving Berlin, Herbert and Dorothy Fields.
"lrma La Douce" by Marguerite Monnot and Alexandre Breffort.
Excerpts from "St. Joan" by George Bernard Shaw.

(Placed Second Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1963)
"The Resounding Tinkle" by N.F. Simpson. (Drama Festival Entry, 1963)

"1964 "South Pacific" by Rodgers and Hammerstein.
"Ross" by Terence Rattigan.
'The Valiant" by Holworthy Hall and Robert Middlemass. (Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1964)
'The Scar" by Rebecca Njau.

(Placed Third Winning Entry Kenya Drama Festival, 1964 and also Best Original Play)
"Oklahoma!" by Rodgers and Hammerstein.

1965 'The Country Wife" by William Wycherley.
'The Duchess of Mdfi" by John Webster. (Placed Joint Third Winning Entr"y Kenya Drarna Festival, 1965)
'The Wizard of Oz" by Frank Baum, Harold Arlen and E.Y. Harburg.

1966 "A View From The Bridge" by Arthur Miller.
'The Man Who Came to Dinner" (revival) by Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman.

1'957 'Twelve Angry Men"by Reginald Rose.
A Double Bill,of-

Lunch Hour" by John Mortimer.
"One Way Pendulum" by N.F. Simpson.

'The Sound of Music" by Rodgers and Hammerstein.

1968 "A Streetcar Named Desire" by Tennessee Williams.
"Guys and Dolls" by Frank Loesser, Jo Swerling and Abe Burrows.
"My Fair Lady" by Alan Jay Lerner and Frederick Loewe.



Past Productions continued

1959 'The Affair" bY Ronald Millar.
"How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying" by Frank Loesser and Abe Burrows.

"After the Fall" by Arthur Miller.
"Kiss Me Kate" by Cole Porter and Bella & Sam Spewack.

1970 'The Magistrate" by Sir Arthur Wing Pinero.

A Double Bill,of-

, +l! Rr-, 3l;'.:;il,fxl ifi'fiil s,o,,",a.
'The Lion and the Jewel " by Wole Soyinka.

(ln association with the National Theatre Company of Kenya)

'The Pyjama Game" by Richard Adler, Jerry Ross, George Abbot and Richard Bissell.

1971 "Hadrian Vll" by Peter Luke.
"Fiddler on the Roof" by Joseph Stein, Jerry Boch and Sheldon Harnick.

"Kismet" by Robert Wright, George Forrest, Charles Lederer and Luther Davies.

1972 "Under Milk Wood" by Dylan Thomas.
"Salad Daysl'by Julian Slade and Dorothy Reynolds.

"Saint Joan" by George Bernard Shaw.

"Hello, Dolly!" by Michael Stewart and lerry Herman.

1973 'Conduct Unbecoming" by Barry England.

"Man of La Mancha" by Dale Wasserman, Mitch Leigh and Joe Darion.

"A Voyage Round My Father" by John Mortimer.

1974 "Minstrels 1974" by Benny Goodman.
"Everything in the Garden" by Giles Cooper.
"Godspell" by John Michael Tebe lak and Stephen Schwartz.
'The Rainmaker" by N. Richard Nash.

"Oliver" by Lionel Bart.

1975 "Minstrels 1975" by Benny Goodman.
'The Masters" by Ronald Millar (based on book by C.P. Snow).

"Genesis" by David Kelsey, Kendal Davies and Charles Bound.
" An lnspector Calls" by J.B. Priestley.
"Another Opening" by Benny Goodman.

1976 "Hostile Witness" by )ack Roffey.
"Cabaret" by Fred Ebb and John Kander.
"A Funny Thing Happened on the way to the Forum" by Stephein Sondheim, Larry Gelbart,
and Burth Shevelove.

1e7 7 A' rr' "'""][i!T#i*r' 
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The Desperate Hours" by Joseph Hayes.

'The Merry Widow" by Franz Lehar.
"The King and l" by Rodgers and Hammerstein

1978 "Ministrels 1978" by Benny Goodman.

'The Barber of Seville" by G. Rossini.

"Oklahoma! " by Rodgers and Hammerstein.

"The Pirates of Penzance" by Gilbert and Sullivan
"Cuys and Dolls" by Frank Loesser

1979
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Youwishtheworld
wasjust a flight ofsteps awayWho cares?

Wbcare.
We can fly you to more plaFs more often from London than ,rry oth.,

international airline can from anywhere else in the world.
Just catch one of our 747s any day of the week

fromNairobi direct to London.
From there we can fly you to B0 cities in Europe

and 13 cities in North America.
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international airline.
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